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LEWES DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

Meeting on 22nd September 2014 at 7.30pm 

Lewes Town Hall – Council Chamber 

 

M I N U T E S 

Present: 

Don McBeth (Chair),  Don Cranfield (Chailey PC), Carol Funnell (East 

Chiltington PC), Jenni Toomey (Hamsey PC), Jackie Harrison-Hicks (Vice 

Chair) (Peacehaven TC), Nick Lear (Barcombe PC), Neville Harrison 

(Southease PC and National Park), Chris Burgon, John Harvey, John 

Greenslate (Kingston PC), Susan Murray (Lewes TC), Cris Allen (Newick 

PC) 

 

Also present:  Katy Bourne (Police and Crime Commissioner for East 

Sussex) and Isabelle Mouland from SSALC 

 

The Chairman welcomed everybody to the meeting and suggested that as 

a courtesy to Katy Bourne, item 4 would be taken first. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Kevin Kingston (Peacehaven TC), Melanie Cutress (Falmer PC), Cyril 

Sugarman (Lewes DC), Ian Ginn (Hamsey PC), Steve Brigden (Lewes 

TC), Robbie Robertson (Peacehaven TC), Diane Meadows 

(Secretary) 

 

2. To approve the minutes of meeting held on 9th June 2014 

 

3. Matters arising 

(a) Ian Ginn, the Chair of Hamsey, raised the question “Is the 

 time right to disband parish councils or should we fight 

 it”.   

As Ian was not present, this item was left in abeyance. 

Please see Report on meeting with Becky Shaw 02/07/2014 

item 3f) below. 

 

(b) Freedom of Information requests 

The Chair said that he had circulated this information to all 

members, and that it could be found on the LDALC web site 

as shown above. 
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(c) Filming and recording Town and Parish Meetings 

This was enacted into law on 6th August 2014 as “Open and 

accountable local government: plain English guide”. The 

SSACL guide can be found at item 49 “Access to information 

at meetings”, on the LDALC website “Documents” page 

 

d) LDC Annual Town and Parish Conference 22/10/14) 

The Chairman will be attending this meeting along with 

members of LDALC, all of whom are invited. He said that he 

still invites comments on any LDC/ESCC issues. The Chair 

said that he had met with Jo Harper of LDC who was 

organizing the event, and had discussed several topics with 

her, including a speaker on Town and Parish Planning issues.  

 

(e) Sussex Resilience conference 27th June 

The chair said that it had been a very useful conference in 

which the following items had been mentioned.  

The Environment Agency talked about Flood and Costal Risk 

Management 

Tim Fellows, Clinical Operations Manager, South East Coast 

Ambulance Service, spoke about Community responders and 

the use of defibrillators 

Yalding Parish Council community experience during the 

Christmas day flood 2013 

Jenny Devane, Broadband Engagement Manager at 

ESCC spoke of the progress on coverage of Broadband 

and its role in resilience and emergencies.  

Graeme Lake, Traffic Manager, ESCC spoke about Ice 

alert and keeping East Sussex roads clear and safe, 

and the challenges and effects of winter 2013/14  

Teresa Gittins, Head of Services, Action in rural Sussex 

spoke of East Sussex Good Neighbours Schemes Initiative. 

Also East Dean first Responder / Defibrillator team and 

Bolney Emergency trailer (Tony Steer) 
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(f) Street Trading legislation 

Don Cranfield was concerned that residents who displayed 

fruit and veg outside their front gates, inviting passers-by 

to help themselves in exchange for a small donation, would be 

trapped by legislation requiring them to procure a licence. 

The Chair explained that he had had a meeting with Becky 

Shaw the Chief Exec of ESCC, on the 2nd of July. This was to 

discuss the proposed ESCC town and parish meeting. It was 

agreed that it would be postponed until the spring, and that 

Ms. Shaw would attend the Lewes Town and Parish Meeting 

on the 22nd of October. One of the topics for discussion 

would be “Communications”, and as a result the Chair passed 

to Ms. Shaw a folder containing five questions, one of which 

concerned Street Trading Legislation, and another was Ian 

Ginn’s question 3a) above.  

 

4. Katy Bourne, the Police and Crime Commissioner for Sussex to

 give a presentation 

 

Mrs Bourne explained her role and why she thought it was 

important.  She also explained how the Police was set up with 17 

members and how they set the budget and how on average they 

worked well with the Police Authority. 

 

However, the Police Authority was removed and replaced with one 

Democratic representative, voted into the job stating that the role 

represents big changes, which could be changed by the election 

process. 

 

She mentioned road safety influences, issues around alcohol and 

drugs, agreeing that the role was not perfect.  She had spoken to 

many people about burglary in Sussex, asking for their opinions and 

ideas, and using Facebook to get her point across. Under the old 

authority only 17% of burglaries were solved, but now, with certain 

initiatives in place, there were better results. 

Neighbourhood Watch was more involved and she spoke with 

residents about the security of their premises. 90% of those 

interviewed said they would report crime now to the Police, and 

that rates of solving crime had risen by 26%, which was a 

significant increase. 
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There was more visible policing, and recruitment had begun for the 

first time in 3 years for police constables, PCSOs and Specials, 

stating that the budget was being divided by making more funding 

available for certain crimes, such as child abuse. 

 

In reply to a question, Mrs Bourne pointed out that she does not 

always toe the party line, but worked hard to give the best to the 

people in Sussex, and if it went against the party line on some 

occasions, then it happened. 

 

The following is a précis of a question and answer session: 

 

Q (John Harvey) what sort of problem and response to you get 

from the survey (circulated)? 

 

A.  She received over 2000 responses which were found to be very 

useful and informative – these had been sent to all councils, 

libraries and other places, so that she had some idea of the needs 

were. 

 

Q (Neville Harrison) how much money was in the budget? 

 

A. £1.6 million. 

 

Q (Chris Burden) How much does your police cost now compared 

with the Police Authority? 

 

A.  Money came out of funds in the Council Tax and we are the 

lowest costed office in the country. 

 

Q (Cris Allen) Did the survey bring in results? 

 

A.  It did, and if you have any ideas to improve things generally, 

please send them in.  She went on to say that now criminal records 

would follow offenders for ever.  If you committed a crime when 

young, it will be registered for your lifetime. 

 

Q (Susan Murray) stated that she had completed the survey on line 

and had been asked to write a letter concerning vandalism she had 

reported. 
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A.  It really does work – there was an assault case where the 

perpetrator and victim did meet.  The mother of the assailant 

became an outcast due to her son's behaviour, affecting the whole 

family.   

 

Mrs Bourne thanked all present, requesting surveys to be sent to 

her. 

 

 
 

5. East Sussex Community Resilience Fayre 22/10/14 

The chair reminded members that this would take place on the 

Wednesday 22nd October 2014, between 6pm – 9pm, the same day 

as the LDC Annual Town and Parish Conference. 

 

6. LDALC Finance 

 Accounts and audit for September 2014 were circulated. 

The Chair said that he had spoken at length with Alison Hillman the 

clerk to Westham Parish Council, about auditing the LDALC 

accounts. Alison had examined the books and found no errors, but 

mentioned that there needs to be a receipt produced and kept for 

each outgoing cheque. This recommendation has now been acted 

upon.  
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7. Local issues and other matters raised by representatives. 

 There were no pressing issues. 

 

8. Reports 

 (a) Meeting with Becky Shaw 02/07/2014 

  Please see 3f above. 

 

(b) Sussex & Surrey ALC AGM meeting 03/07/2014 

Please see “SSALC Ltd Minutes“, on the LDALC web site 

above.  

 

(c) ESALC PLC AGM Executive Board Meeting 02/09/2014 

The Chair mentioned the appointment of the post of 

President of ESALC and that David Russell (Lord Ampthill) a 

cabinet member of Rother District Council had been 

proposed for the post. Unfortunately 25 members were 

required to be present to be quorate, but only 21 were 

present. Lord Ampthill is therefore still President elect, 

until another meeting can be convened. 

 

 (d) Lewes District Planning Users Group 08/09/2014 

The minutes of this meeting can be found on the LDALC 

website under “Planning Services Users Group Minutes“. 

 

 (e) Any other reports from members 

None raised. 

 

9. Any Other Business 

 There was none mentioned. 

 

10. Date and place of next meeting 

It was agreed in June to settle on provisional dates for the next 

two meetings in order to have a greater chance of reserving the 

Lewes Council Chamber.  The date agreed for the next meeting was 

7.30 PM on the 8th of December in Lewes Town Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 


