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LEWES DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

Meeting on 30th September 2013 at 7.30pm 

in the Council Chamber, Lewes Town Hall 

 

M I N U T E S 
Present: 

Don McBeth (Chair), Nick Lear (Barcombe PC), Don Cranfield (Chailey PC), Carol 

Funnell (East Chiltington PC) Jenni Toomey (Hamsey PC), John Greenslate 

(Kingston PC), Steve Brigden (Lewes TC), Linda Butcher, and Julie Carr 

(Newhaven TC), Cris Allen (Newick PC), Jackie Harrison-Hicks (Vice Chair) and 

Robbie Robertson and Kevin Kingston (Peacehaven TC), Martin Whitlock 

(Ringmer PC), Paul Denerley (Rodmell PC), Sam Shippen, Ian White and Paul 

Franklin (Seaford TC), Paul Julian (South Heighton PC), Martin Duckworth 

(Telscombe TC) Tim Best (Westmeston PC),  

Diane Meadows (Secretary) 

 

Also present:  Trevor Leggo (SSALC) and John Magness (Lewes DC) 
 

The Chairman welcomed everybody to the meeting and stated that as a courtesy 

to the speakers items 4 and 5 would be taken first. 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Andrew Pearce (Barcombe PC), Phil Smith, Ditchling PC), Bob Peters 

(Ringmer PC), Neville Harrison (Southease PC). 
 

2. Minutes of Meeting on 10th June (previously circulated) 

 Agreed as a correct record. 
 

3. Matters arising 

 3(a) Lewes District Planning Services User Group representatives 

 The Chair apologised for failing to ask for a representative at the 

AGM.  Agreed that John Kay, who had been acting as 

 representative should continue for the rest of the year.  
 

 3(b) Review of subscriptions 

 Members were reminded that no subscriptions were being  

 collected this year as there were sufficient funds as most  

 speakers did not require payment. 
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 3(c) Fingerposts 

Rotherfield Parish Council had passed on information from ESCC as 

follows: 
We recognise that traditional white wooden fingerposts as a 
cherished and distinctive feature of the English countryside and 
form a historic part of the rural and suburban environment of East 
Sussex. 
 
Therefore we are currently compiling an asset inventory list of all 
rural fingerposts that require maintenance within the county.  Once 
complete, these fingerposts will be ranked in order of priority for 
future maintenance. 
 
If a parish council would like maintenance carried out sooner, then 
this will be accommodated on agreement that a minimum 
contributory fee of 50% is made to East Sussex County Council. 
 
With regard to the matter of licensing, we would welcome working 
with any parish that wished to take on maintenance responsibility 
for their posts. 
 
ESCC wished to prioritise repairs to those in the worst condition 

(i.e. missing fingers etc) and would like the following information 

from Councils who wish to be considered for 50% funding: 
 

- Information regarding the post and condition (although not 

requested, a photo would seem logical. 
 

Details of quoted cost of repair from approved contractor  
 

Information to be sent to: - 

etehighwayassetmanagement@eastgsussex.gov.uk c/o Chris Dyer 

so that it may be considered for funding. 
 

 3(d) New SSALC 

  Trevor Leggo reported that Surrey and Sussex were working 

 together very well.  They became incorporated into four separate 

limited companies, East Sussex ALC, West Sussex ALC, Surrey ALC 

and Sussex and Surrey ALC at the top level.   
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Trevor Leggo also reported that SSALC had been offered a prime 

site at next years South of England Show at Ardingly. The theme 

would be a country fair. The stand would be manned by a rotation 

of selected SSALC parishes. Any village whishing to take part 

should contact Trevor at: - trevor.leggo@ruralsussex.org.uk. 

 

 3(e) Barcombe PC Police 

The item concerning crimes which had occurred within a one mile 

radius of Barcombe Cross would be raised with the Chief Constable, 

at the next meeting on the 26th of November.  

 

4. Special Expenses Concept 

John Magness (LDC) gave a talk on “Special expenses”.  Lewes District 

Council is currently consulting on proposals regarding Special Expenses.  

Where this happens, local taxpayers in a parish experience 'double 

taxation' as they are effectively paying twice for the delivery of the 

local service, once through their parish precept and again through the 

principal authority's element of the Council Tax. 
 

Government guidance recommends that principal councils take steps to 

alleviate or eliminate the impact of double taxation.  The example given is 

where (for example) residents in Ditchling pay for their own recreation 

ground via their own precept, but also pay for Lewes open spaces. The 

thought is why should they pay for that as well; why not let Lewes pay for 

it out of their own precept.  The contrary argument is that people from 

around the district also use Lewes open spaces.  It's like squaring the 

circle.  There is no easy answer to this. 

 

Jenni Toomey asked if John Magness could provide the parishes with the 

likely charge that would appear on the council tax bills, to cover open 

space maintenance of any areas presently maintained by Lewes District 

Council. She also asked that if these changes did go through, would 

everybody need to wait a year before they could look at possible 

devolution of the maintenance – the answer was yes. 

 

Sam Shippen had several queries about the timetable. She asked how the 

public could be expected to express an opinion when most of them had no 

knowledge of where open spaces were.  She was told the sites would be on 

the web site. 
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Members were asked to comment on the proposals as soon as possible. 

Further details can be found at: - 

http://cmispublic.lewes.gov.uk/Public/Binary.ashx?Document=6351 

 

5. Annual Conference for Town and Parish Councils and Parish Meetings 

Trevor Leggo referred to the Conference to be held on 24th October 

2013.  He invited members to let him know any items they wished to be 

included.  He explained that the meeting would be breaking up into small 

groups to discuss issues. 

 

He had met with John Magness last week and hoped that in his 

presentation this year he would be open and honest about what lay ahead 

in 2015, as the situation looked dire as government grants would be 

withdrawn and in two years it was likely that the District Council would be 

unable to maintain many services. 

 

Sam Shippen expressed concern and agreed discussion should be held in 

the open, especially as the work of organisations like the CAB was under 

threat. 

 

Trevor Leggo stated that we needed to provide support in communities 

and cited Forest Row as an example of local residents taking on 

responsibility for caring for the vulnerable. 

 

Also Devolution was mentioned. This refers to an explanation of the 

proposed powers devolved to towns and parishes under localism, and asks 

the question, where is this leading to? 

 

6. Finance 

Diane Meadows reported that there had been few transactions since the 

last meeting.  Summary as follows: 
 

Balance at 10.6.13       £1,659.81 

Less £20 for hire of town hall 10.6.13    £20.00 £1,639.81 

Plus grant from SALC    £220.00 £1,859.81 

Less Secretary's annual honorarium  £300.00 £1,559.81 

Less £20 for hire of town hall 30.9.13    £20.00 £1,539.81 
 

One member stated that she had not received the financial report as an 

appendix with the minutes of the last meeting and Diane said a copy would 
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be sent out to all reps immediately. 

 

7. Progress on Neighbourhood Plans 

Paul Denerley raised the issue of what constituted “assets of 

community value” and the Chair confirmed that this has to be done 

when forming a Neighbourhood Plan.  Clearly there were issues 

here as some authorities did not know what they owned in the way 

of hedgerows and roadside verges.  

 

Neighbourhood Plan for Ringmer – consultation due to close in a 

couple of weeks, then to go to Lewes District Council.  The report 

was 270 pages long, containing 10 sections. 
 

8. Local issues and matters raised by representatives 

 None. 

  

9. Reports 

 (a) Sussex & Surrey ALC Board Meeting 16//07/2013 

There had been some serious issues with Nasr West Bank 

regarding the setting up of new accounts. SSALC was now seeking 

compensation form Nat West. See item 5 above. 
 

 (b) ESALC PLC Executive Board Meeting 16/07/2013 

Trevor Leggo the Chief Executive of SSALC, reported that in a 

meeting held 16th July 2013 with The Earl of Lytton, some local 

large Councils has expressed dissatisfied with their NALC 

membership. It was recognised that not all County Associations are 

as well equipped as Sussex & Surrey. Various points were raised at 

the meeting and Lord Lytton agreed to take them to NALC to try 

to resolve the issues. 

 

SALC & AirS AGM. Note that the AGM & Conference will be held 

at the Amex Stadium on Thursday 7th November 2013. All member 

councils & Directors have been sent invitations to attend the AGM 

and invited to book on to the conference. Enquiries to: -  

trevor.leggo@ruralsussex.org.uk 
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(c) Lewes District Planning Users Group 02/09/2013 
 

Community Infrastructure Levy 

NP still working on CIL6-9 months behind. Lewes have now employs 

economic viability experts who developed the Nottingham CIL. 

 

Lewes Planning Website 

LDC planning website to be up dated, to a more simple to use 

structure. 

 

Listed Buildings.  

The question was asked if Lewes District held a list of all listed 

buildings in the area. They do not the only list is held by English 

heritage. 

http://www.english-

heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-heritage-

list-for-england/ 

 

Government reforms to the planning system 

Change of use: Shop to residential 

Change of use: Agricultural to residential (see attached press 

release) 

 

Architects Advisory Panel  

Has not met for 18 months. Purpose to raise the quality of design 

 

LDC Programme Nexus: departmental restructuring 

New reception area available in November for planning issues. 

No paper copied available. 

 

National Park update  

The role of the SDNPA Planning Link Officers will be expanded and 

enable them to further develop the role to contribute to the 

services of the National Park as a whole. It is anticipated that the 

new restructure will be in place by the Autumn/Winter 2013.  

 

The final draft of the South Downs National Park Partnership 

Management Plan is now available for consultation and we are 

seeking your views on this document. 
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Planning Policy update  

Ringmer Neighbourhood Plan due in December 2013 

 

Development Management  

National Park delegation to Lewes stops Feb 14th to be revised by 

consultation. Special measures for Worthing, but Lewes just ok for 

planning and S106 agreements. A heads of agreement sought by 

Lewes by planning inspectorate. 
 

 (d) Any other reports from members 

The Chair referred to fracking issues at Balcombe, and informed 

members that he was hoping to persuade the Police and Crime 

Commissioner to come and speak to a meeting next year, possibly in 

March. 
 

10 Any Other Business 

Sam Shippen stated that there were issues concerning travellers that 

would be of interest to parishes and towns. 

  

11. Date and place of next meeting 

Monday 9th December at Lewes Town Hall. 
 
 


