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Minutes - SALC Meeting with Chief Constable, Sussex Police 

8 May 2013 

Chief Constable’s Office, Sussex Police Headquarters, Lewes. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1.  Attendees. 

Chief Constable Martin Richards 

Katy Bourne, Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner 

 Trevor Leggo, Director, SSALC 

 Rodney Jackson, Chairman West Sussex ALC 

 Alan Grant, Vice President West Sussex ALC 

 Keith Stevens, Chairman East Sussex ALC 

 David Ribbens, Vice Chairman, West Sussex ALC 

 Don McBeth, Vice Chairman, East Sussex ALC 

 Tony Gardiner, Bognor Regis Town Council 

 Linda Butcher, President, Sussex Society of Local Council Clerks  

 DCI Mike Ashcroft, Staff Officer to the Chief Constable 

 

2. The Chief Constable opened the meeting by welcoming the members of the group to 
Sussex Police Headquarters in Lewes. The Chief Constable introduced the Police 
and Crime Commissioner and added that the Commissioner had provided greater 
visibility regarding his and the Forces accountability on behalf of the public. 

 
An update was provided regarding Serving Sussex 2015 and the fact that the Force 
is looking beyond this in anticipation of the next Comprehensive Spending Review.  
 
The Chief Constable outlined the estate review and that there was potential for the 
face to face contact with the Police to change. However, he did confirm that the 
Force was committed to not removing a Police facility in communities without first 
having something else in its place. The new innovation at Hove Town Hall was 
highlighted as an example of this commitment.  
 
Mr Trevor Leggo asked whether the parishes and councils could assist with sharing 
accommodation. The Chief Constable welcomed any suggestions and provided 
Vaughan Williams (Head of Estates and Facilities) and T/Chief Inspector Marc 
Clothier as contacts for the Force regarding estates. 
 
The Chief Constable updated the group that crime had reduced by 5% in the last 
performance year. This was the sixth consecutive year in which crime has fallen in 
Sussex. The new IT system was outlined and the Chief Constable stated there was a 
risk with the introduction of this new technology that the time taken to answer non 
emergency calls may be adversely affected for a very short period.   
 
The Police and Crime Commissioner provided an update to the meeting. The 
Commissioner outlined her Police and Crime Plan stating that this plan was bold and 
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embracing of her role. The plan has reduced all the targets to just one so the Chief 
Constable will be held to account for reducing crime in Sussex. The Commissioner 
stated that performance data was still available and allowed her to drill down on 
particular issues should the need arise such as the rise in burglaries currently being 
experienced in Sussex. 
 
The Commissioner provided examples where she has asked the Chief Constable to 
look at. These included Community Resolutions, Travellers and the rise in the 
number of dwelling burglaries.  
 
The Chief Constable provided an update on the collaboration work with Surrey and 
both Surrey and Sussex PCCs direction provided to both Chief Constables. The 
three main objectives being that (i) to collaborate where ever possible, (ii) look 
beyond Surrey to include other neighbouring forces and (iii) ensure that the reasons 
for collaboration is focused on providing a better service to the public. 

 

3. Questions to the Chief Constable 

  We have a problem with cars being parked at T junctions obstructing views for safe 

exits from minor road or turning into minor roads. WSCC slow to accept need for 

double yellow lines, Mid Sussex District Council parking enforcement not often taken 

on illegal parking and the Police do not have time to deal with dangerous obstructive 

parking.  Who do we turn to? The PCC? CEO MSDC? 

  Rodney Jackson, Chairman West Sussex Association and Hurstpierpoint Parish 

Council. 

 

Parking opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except in an authorised 
parking space is covered by the highway code, however this is advisory and not 
subject to a specific law. 

  
Police will deal with obstructions of the highway and incidents where vehicles are 
parked and left in a dangerous position. 

  
These should be reported at the time via 101 to allow an officer to attend and assess, 
these calls will not normally constitute an emergency so, depending on the 
seriousness of the incident, will be with you as soon as possible. Clearly, if any 
obstruction is causing a danger to the public the response will be within an hour. 

  
If this is a persistent problem the Neighbourhood Panel could consider adopting this 
as one of the area priorities to tackle in partnership; the next Panel Meeting for 
Hurstpierpoint is at 1900 hours on 30th May at Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common 
Parish Council, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint 
 
Operation Crackdown is another way of reporting anti social driving and / or parking.  

 

  Northiam like many other villages has a problem with vehicles being driven at well 

above the speed limit through the village. Council has worked with its local Police to 

try and improve matters but is dissatisfied because when drivers are  noted as 

speeding the only action our CPSO can take is to issue a 'Warning letter' which 

needless to say seems to have little effect on their future driving habits. 

  The Parish Council would like to see either the PCSO given more power to issue 

speeding tickets or increase the availability of officers with the authority to do so. 

   The Parish Council looks forward to the response. Kind Regards, Sue Keighley, 

Northiam Parish Clerk. 
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Speeding is a priority in the majority of our rural area and as a result we have 

introduced community speed watch initiatives.  This has seen real success in many 

communities and there are now 14 groups set up in Rother.  We encourage any 

community who has speeding as a priority to join the community speed watch 

initiative. 

 We will continue to have regular speed awareness initiatives in rural communities.  

The decision to allow PCSO’s to issue tickets is a decision for the Chief Constable. 

Although I have increased certain powers of PCSOs recently there needs to be a 

balance between this and the PCSOs being visible, working in and with their local 

communities.  

 

  One of my Councillors advised that it had been agreed at the Joint Action Group 

meetings to work with Highways to make the zigzag lines outside schools 

enforceable.  The council asked if the Chief Constable would be prepared to get 

involved to ensure that this is done quickly. 

  Thanks, Helen Simpson-Wells, Parish Clerk for Arlington 

 

  A reply has been provided by Inspector Wakefield, who is the chair of the local Joint 

Action Group.  

 

Parking consistently appears as one of the top Neighbourhood Priorities across 

Wealden and schools tend to be a focal point. In the ethos of ‘Talk to me, I can help’ 

the NPT try to resolve issues that matter to the community.  

Zigzag lanes outside schools are not in themselves enforceable. If the circumstances 

are right unlawful obstruction may be considered but this only applies in a fraction of 

circumstances. 

Parking on Zigzags clearly increases the risk of injury to pedestrians by motor 

vehicles and there has been one incident in Crowborough. 

Any stretch of road can be given parking restrictions but needs to be adopted by the 

local authority (East Sussex Highways). 

At this time a high number schools in Wealden have Zigzag lines outside their 

entrances. Out of these only a few are adopted and therefore enforceable. 

Enforcement along with education and engineering is seen as a useful tool in solving 

this problem and improving safety. 

The NPT aims to get all schools in Wealden with Zigzags adopted in a reasonable 

time. 

This aim has been put to East Sussex Highways on a number of occasions. 

Highways have a number of obstacles prior to actioning these requests. 

At this time they review all parking restrictions geographically. In short, each location 

will have to wait their turn. As they need to work their way around East Sussex.  
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  Financial restrictions.  

Applications for new restrictions involve a survey, detailed report and a court 

application. Inspector Wakefield has been advised that each application would cost in 

the region of £300 and due to the amount of schools involved the cost would be too 

high. There is also the additional cost of signage.  There is an opportunity to submit 

multiple applications at the same time for a blanket cost. This already happens during 

geographical reviews. They could apply for all schools under one order. Local 

councils have offered support for signage I am informed.   

Inspector Wakefield has approached East Sussex Highways and offered support in 

both kind and financial to help achieve this aim. He informs me that he has been told 

that they have their list of priorities and it would be unfair for him to influence this 

order.  

This is a summary of where this problem stands. Inspector Wakefield continues to 

pursue this. Highways are starting to see things differently and the local team hope 

for a successful resolution. A meeting is arranged with Graham Lake from Highways 

in the next few weeks and an update will be sought. Inspector Wakefield will update 

the JAG following this meeting. 

 

  Newick Parish Council would like to ask the following questions at the meeting with 

the Chief Constable:- 

   a) Why does it take so long for volunteers to receive the training necessary to use the 

traffic speed gun, and why is it necessary for them to travel to Lewes, where parking 

is difficult and expensive, in order to process the paperwork when modern technology 

should make this unnecessary? 

   b) Can the Chief Constable offer any practical advice on countering antisocial 

behaviour in a small village, in particular the dropping of litter, which seems to be on 

the increase and rowdy behaviour after pub closing time? 

   Regards Sue Berry, Clerk to Newick Parish Council 

 

.  Volunteers & Speed Watch in Newick 

 

Speeding has been raised previously by residents and Parish Councillors and as a 

direct result we have agreed to purchase a speed awareness device and appropriate 

high visible clothing for Scheme Volunteers. The device has arrived this week after 

extensive scoping of the most appropriate specification and cost. This will also be 

shared with a similar scheme in the neighbouring Parish of Chailey. PCSO Steve 

Knowles will be delivering the training and equipment to volunteers in their respective 

parish as soon as possible, along with ongoing support and guidance. I completely 

agree that delivery of data could be achieved electronically if this is the most efficient 

method, alternatively any of the local team would be prepared to collect this during 

Neighbourhood Policing duties. This perhaps should be a matter of personal choice 

of the relevant Scheme Coordinator.  
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  Littering  

 

  The District Commander (Chief Inspector Jason Tingley) has highlighted that he 

wasn't aware that littering was a significant issue in Newick.  He asks if this could be 

shared with the local NPT team so that the necessary assessment could be made in 

relation to the behaviour referred to and littering. This may be something on which we 

can work in partnership with Lewes District Council. The local team through Police 

Sergeant Rose Hanson are best placed to provide advice and if necessary raise the 

problem through the Joint Action Group meeting held on Lewes District. Jason 

Tingley has ensured that Rose is aware of this concern. 

 

  My Cllrs have asked if the following question could be answered at this meeting. 

 

  Are there reassurances that numbers of PCSO’s will not be cut in rural areas.  Our 

PCSO already covers a wide geographical area as well as being called into 

Hastings/Bexhill/Battle if there are any major incidences, leaving us with no police 

cover.  There are concerns in the village that we tend to be low priority when it comes 

to policing 

 

   The background to this is that we have a very good PCSO, but he has to spread 

himself thinly in order to cover all his duties, if the number of PCSO’s were to be cut it 

would mean that the remaining one’s would obviously have even more to do. 

  Kind Regards, Jackie Scarff, Clerk to Ninfield Parish Council 

 

 There are no plans to cut PCSO numbers and neighbourhood policing remains at the 

forefront of all that we do.  Sometime rural PCSOs do get pulled into the towns but 

likewise if there are problems in rural communities then the town PCSO would be 

moved to assist.     

  The Council would like the following strategic topic raised:- 

 

“Police are not interested in the theft of power tools and equipment from tradesmen.  

These thefts threaten the livelihood of tradesmen and the well being of their families.  

Despite manufacturers model/serial numbers being provided these items are not 

being recovered.  This is a major policing issue in our rural Parish.” 

Thank you. Trevor Thorpe, Clerk to Rotherfield Parish Council 

 

Chief Inspector Katy Woolford, the District Commander for Rother reassures me that 

the theft of power tools is one of our priorities and we have carried out a number of 

initiatives, including preventative work within local communities including raising 

awareness that these crimes are occurring, security advice and security marking.  

We carry out targeted patrols to catch those responsible and have had a number of 

successful arrests as a result.  We are currently working closely with Kent as the 

intelligence and previous experience tells us that many of the criminals who commit 

this type of crime travel into Sussex from Kent. 
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4. AOB 

A question was raised as to whether there were specific objectives for a minimum 

standard for the number of parish meetings they attended? The Chief Constable 

stated that this would be raised internally and he would expect a high attendance 

rate. All parties stated that they would ensure that the PCSO would be first on any 

parish meeting agenda to allow them to get on with their work and not have to stay 

for the whole meeting.  

There was an observation on the questions by the group. Although important to local 

communities, the group welcomed the fact that none of the questions related to 

violence, serious disorder or serious crime.  

  The date for the next meeting will be set for approximately six months time. 

 

 

 

 


