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LEWES DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

Meeting on 10th  March 2014 at 7.30pm 

in the Council Chamber, Lewes Town Hall 

 

M I N U T E S 

Present: 

Don McBeth (Chair),  Phil Smith (Ditchling PC), Rosemarie Jeffery (Kingston PC), 

Susan Murray (Lewes TC), Steven Saunders and Chris Bradshaw (Newhaven TC), 

Cris Allen (Newick PC), Jackie Harrison-Hicks (Vice Chair) (Peacehaven TC), Reg 

Stone (Plumpton PC), Martin Whitlock and Bob Peters (Ringmer PC), John 

Harvey (Rodmell PC), Sam Shippen, Ian White and Paul Franklin (Seaford TC), 

Jane Miller and Paul Julian (South Heighton PC),  Diane Meadows (Secretary) 

 

Also present:  Trevor Leggo (SSALC), Roger Williams (Head of Highways ESCC) 

and David Short (Highways ESCC). 
 

The Chairman welcomed everybody to the meeting and there was a time of 

introductions.  He suggested that as a courtesy to the speakers item 4 would be 

taken first.   
 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Nick Lear (Barcombe PC), Phil Smith (Ditchling PC), John Greenslate 

(Kingston PC), Jacky Cole (Newhaven TC), Robbie Robertson (Peacehaven 

), Rob Mills (Westmeston PC)  
 

2. Minutes of Meeting on 9th December 2013 (previously circulated) 

Agreed as being an accurate record. 
 

3. Matters arising 

(i) Funding for Local Services Update on Special Expenses 

The Chair reported that residents of Lewes were being asked to 

pay an additional £46.00 on their council tax, with similar amounts 

for other larger towns. This is for the upkeep of park and 

recreation grounds. This will in turn reduce the burden of council 

tax on smaller towns and villages. 

 

If government funding cuts continue there will be a problem with 

funding from 2015 getting more severe by 2020. 

 

4. ESCC proposed matched funding of highway works 

With the withdrawal of the Village Maintenance Teams, East Sussex 
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County Council is offering this scheme to help villages.  The Community 

Self Service Scheme is four-fold: 

 

(i) Community Essentials: provides support for local communities with 

local issues such as snow clearance plans, overgrown hedge 

enforcement or roadside planting. 

 

 (ii) Community Match Funding: provides professional service support 

  and financial support for an important and more expensive local  

  project with proven community support, on highways land such as 

  the creation of a new rural footway, installation of a new safety 

  feature or drop curb. 

 

(iii) Pay as You Go:  provides one-off acquisitions for services (e.g. 

grass-cutting and products (e.g. hand salt spreaders). 

 

(iv) Local Delivery Company:  provides assistance with creating a parish 

 (perhaps a group of parishes) run company to carry out the 

 services for the parish such as grass-cutting, drain clearing, litter 

 collection, signpost maintenance etc. 

 

The presentation was followed by a time of discussion when the following 

issues were raised: 

 

• There was criticism that there had not been sufficient notice given 

for councils to adjust their precepts, and it was explained that 

timing is always a challenge and the development of this project 

has taken some time. 

 

• Challenge of the A259 – a heavily used road that required regular 

maintenance.  If repairs were carried out at night this added 50% 

to the cost. 

 

• Martin Whitlock stated that whenever a contractor was engaged 

there was a percentage on cost.  

 

• The issue of potholes was discussed at some length, particularly in 

Seaford.  Roger Williams stated 1, water was a lawful enemy of 

roads, 2) every pothole repair was guaranteed for a year, 3), roads 

are now falling apart because of the amount of water and 4) the 

County Council was working hard to get roads fixed. 
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• Road Safety – Sam Shippen asked if there was a shopping list of 

priorities.  Roger Williams replied that the Council could give a 

consensus of what things broadly cost. 

 

• Knowing core services were being cut, what was the situation of a 

parish did not go for a particular scheme.  Roger Williams replied 

that it was costing a quarter of a million a year to do things that he 

had been talking about and once that had gone there was no more 

money. 

 

• The question was asked concerning schemes already approved and 

the assurance was given these would not be affected. 

 

• Newhaven Town Council wished to make two roads one-way but it 

was explained that because of the procedures involved to change 

flow of traffic this would be expensive. 

 

5. Problems at Seaford? 

The Chair reminded the meeting of the existence and proposes of the 

current Standards Committee, which was set up in 2012 to handle 

disputes. He also reiterated the seven principles of public life, known as 

the Nolan Principles, which were defined by the Committee for Standards 

in Public Life. These are:- 

 

•Selflessness  

•Integrity  

•Objectivity  

•Accountability  

•Openness  

•Honesty  

•Leadership 

 

6. South of England Show – Ardingly 5, 6, 7 June 2014 

The Chair put up a diagram of the layout at the show and stated that, the 

LDALC would be at Ardingly in June this year, occupying a very prominent 

site to spread the word about the work done by parish and town councils.  

The theme would be a “Parish Fayre”. 

 

To do this properly help would be needed.  The plan was to have one 

council from both Sussex counties, Surrey and Kent, on each day 
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'showcasing' what it does for its community.  With over 300 councils in 

Surrey and Sussex we needed to find 9 with a story to tell and 

achievements that benefit their residents.  Our colleagues in Kent will 

find 3 from their membership.   

 

To register interest or find out more councils would need to send the 

outline of their story to: carla.staden@ruralsussex.org.uk 

 

Sufficient volunteers had been found from our organisation to provide 

necessary cover. 

 

7. Lewes District Launches New Business Awards Scheme 

Lewes District Council is pleased to announce the launch of the Lewes 

District Business Awards, the first of its kind for the District. 

 

Celebrating excellence amongst the District's business community, the 

Awards are now open for entries and are free to enter. 

 

With ten trophies up for grabs, including the prestigious Company of the 

Year and Best Independent Retailer, along with special awards to 

recognise innovation and entrepreneurship, there is a category for every 

type of business. 

 

The following categories available for 2014 are: 

 

• Company of the Year 

• Small Business of the Year 

• Businessperson of the Year 

• LEAP Entrepreneur of the Year 

• Award for Business innovation 

• Award for Business in the Community 

• Award for Clean, Green and Marine 

• Award for Best Place to visit 

• Award for Best Independent Retailer 

• Award for Social Enterprise 

 

This year's sponsors include The Santon Group, Knill James, Veolia 

Environmental Services, Wave Leisure, Basepoint Business Centres, 

LEAP, Harvey & son Ltd, The Aldridge Foundation, Lewes District 

Council and media partner Viva Lewes. 
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8. LDLC Finance (Diane Meadows) 

Copies of the latest statement of accounts were circulated (attached to 

these minutes (Appendix 1) and the final version of accounts for 2013 

would be available at the AGM in June.  It was suggested that the balance 

was sufficiently healthy to allow councils to have another year free of 

subscriptions. Please see Appendix 1. 

  

9. Local issues and other matters raised by representatives 

“Waking up to tomorrow: Adapting to climate change in the lower Ouse 

valley and coastal areas” - The Coastal Group vision and action plan. 

Cllr Chris Bradshaw (Newhaven) and Rosemarie Jeffery (Kingston) 

introduced a publication concerning the above. 

 

10. Reports 

 (i) Notes of a meeting held at Wokingham on 14th November 2013 

  http://www.ldalc.webs.com/sercaf.htm 

 

 The Chair drew the attention of members to a publication entitled

 “Local Councils Explained and pointed out that this was a very 

 useful publication.   

 

Creation of new Parishes, funding arrangements.  Members noted 

that DCLD had given NALC just under £1m to manage and run the 

Government's new programme for creating new Councils.  Up to 

£10k was available for campaign groups and £25k for new Councils.  

CALCs could apply for £1k for outreach work as well as £350 per 

day (2 days maximum) for helping campaign groups with their 

application etc.  Sutton Coldfield had been the first campaign 

group to receive £10k.  NALC had a target of providing funding for 

15 campaign groups in this financial year.  There would be funding 

from DCLG in the next financial year but the amount would depend 

on how successful it had been this year.  Whilst members welcomed 

the Government's financial support for creating new Councils, they 

were very concerned that DCLG had not introduced a right of 

appeal if the principal authority refused to create a new Council 

following a Community Governance Review. 

 

 (ii) ESCC meeting Tuesday 7th January 2014 

  http://www.ldalc.webs.com/esalc_mins.htm 
 
 

 (iii) Sussex & Surrey ALC board meeting 28th January 2014 
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  http://www.ldalc.webs.com/jlc.htm 

 

  SSALC had now relocated to Sackville House, Southdown Road,  

  Lewes.    
 

 (iv) Lewes District Planning Users Group Monday 3 March 

An options consultation document has been issued by the SDNP on 

proposals for its “Local Plan”   

 

CIL 

South Downs National Park Preliminary Draft Community 

infrastructure Levy Charging Schedule rates has been issued. 

 

The proposed rates are supported by evidence of development 

viability across the South Downs National Park area. These rates 

will come into force in May 2015, subject to amendment if 

necessary, and will be nonnegotiable. 

 

Use of Development Proposed Levy  (£/m2) 

Residential – Zone 1 Lewes  150 

Residential – Zone 2    100 

Residential – Zone 3    200 

Large format retail    20 

All other development    0 

Zone 1 relates to Petersfield, Lewes, Petworth and Midhurst;  

Zone 2 relates to Liss;  

Zone 3 relates to all other areas. 

Large format retail :-selling space of over 280m2 
 

Lewes District Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule rates 

The proposed rates are supported by evidence of development 

viability across the Lewes District. These rates will come into force 

in May 2015, subject to amendment if necessary, and will be 

nonnegotiable. 

 

Use of Development Proposed Levy  (£/m2) 

Residential – Costal strip    90 

Residential – North    150 

Retail       100 

All other development    0 
 

11. Any Other Business 
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None. 
 

12. Date and place of next meeting 

 Monday 9th June 2014 at the Council Chamber, Lewes Town Hall.
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LEWES DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 

 

Community Account 

 

Balance as at 6th April 2013       £1,569.81 

 

Income 

 Subscriptions  £110.00 

 

 Grant from SALC  £220.00 Total  £330.00  £1,899.81 

 

Expenditure 

 Donation to LTC for use of 

 Council Chamber   £90. 00 

 

 Honorarium to 

 Secretary   £300.00 Total  £390.00  £1,509.81 

 

 

 

 

Business Saver Account 

 

Balance as at 6th April 2013           £27.47 

 

  

 

 
    


