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LEWES DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

Meeting on 9th June 2014 at 7.30pm 

St Mary's Church Room, Ringmer 

 

M I N U T E S 

Present: 

Don McBeth (Chair),  Don Cranfield (Chailey PC), Phil Smith (Ditchling PC), 

Carol Funnell (East Chiltington PC), Jenni Toomey and Ian Ginn (Hamsey 

PC), Jacky Cole (Newhaven TC), Cris Allen (Newick PC), Jackie Harrison-

Hicks (Vice Chair) (Peacehaven TC), Martin Whitlock and Bob Peters 

(Ringmer PC), Diane Meadows (Secretary) 

 

Also present:  Isabelle Mouland (SSALC), Vicky Smith and Kevin Moore 

(ESCC) 

 

The Chairman welcomed everybody to the meeting and suggested that as 

a courtesy to the speaker, item 9 would be taken first.   

 

1. Election of Chairman 

 Don McBeth duly elected (proposed by Nick Lear and seconded by 

John  Greenslate). 

 

2. Apologies for Absence 

Melanie Cutress (Falmer PC), Andrew Pearce (Barcombe PC), Paul 

Franklin and Mark Brown (Seaford TC), Reg Stone (Plumpton PC), 

Susan Murray (Lewes TC), Neville Harrison (Southease PC), Robbie 

Robertson (Peacehaven TC), Steve Saunders (Newhaven TC). 

 

3. Election of Vice Chairman 

 Jackie Harrison-Hicks (proposed by Nick Lear and seconded by 

John  Greenslate) 

 

4. Nomination of three Directors to ESALC Ltd 

The current Directors, Don McBeth, Bob Peters MBE and Jackie 

Harrison-Hicks were all willing to continue serving on this body.  

Ian Ginn agreed to join them. 
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5. Election of six reps to serve on the East Sussex “Advisory 

 Committee” 

Don McBeth, Bob Peters and Jackie Harrison-Hicks agreed to 

continue and three more were required.  These would be Steve 

Saunders (Newhaven), Paul Julian (South Heighton) and Ian White 

(Seaford) – subject to their agreement.  If there was a problem 

the Chair would be asking for other volunteers. 

 

6. Election of a rep to serve on the Lewes Planning Services Users 

Group 

The current reps were John Kay (Ringmer) and Don McBeth.  As 

the group was made up of planners, developers and councillors, it 

made for an interesting mix! 

 

7. Minutes of Meeting 10th March 2014 (previously circulated) 

 The Chair raised two issues concerning these minutes: 

(a) It was clear that owing to cut-backs, the Highways Department 

 would in future be looking to parishes and town councils to provide  

 funding for work done by them. 

 

(b) Problems at Seaford TC – The document on Standards in Public 

Life  was mentioned in the SALC news letter. 

 

8. Matters arising from the Minutes. 

(a) Ian Ginn the Chair of Hamsey raised the question “Is the time 

right to disband parish councils or should we fight it”. This was in 

the light Becky Shaw and Gillian Marstons presentations to our 

meeting of 9th December 2013. He felt that co-operation was 

lacking and information withheld by both Lewes and ESCC. He 

sighted as an example his frustration when trying to find out if 

ESCC had replaced a fingerpost out if its own budget or from an 

insurance claim. The Chair said that he would circulate information 

concerning Freedom on Information requests.  

 

9. Adult Social Care and Health 

Vicky Smith, Head of Policy and Strategic Development of East 

Sussex County Council), gave a presentation on matters that involve 

us all concerning the above. (The slides from the presentation will 

be sent out to members) 
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10. Filming and recording Town and Parish Meetings 

Trevor Leggo had produced a protocol concerning this matter (see 

Appendix 1).  Clearly there were pros and cons were meetings to be 

recorded.  One member stated that owing to the presence of CCTV 

cameras in their village hall, all meetings were filmed.  

 

11. District/Parishes Conference (22 October 2014). 

The Chairman would be attending this meeting and invited any with 

issues they wished raised to speak to him. 

 

12. LDALC Finance 

The annual accounts for 2013 had been prepared but not yet been 

examined.  (See Appendix 2) 

It was agreed that the Councils subscriptions moratorium would be 

extended for a further year. 

 

13. Local issues and other matters raised by representatives 

 (a) Street Trading legislation 

Don Cranfield of Chailey PC was concerned that residents who 

displayed fruit and vet outside their front gates, inviting passers-

by to help themselves in exchange for a small donation, would be 

trapped by legislation requiring them to procure a licence.  

 

The Chair agreed to look into this and report back. 

 

14. Reports 

(a) ESALC PLC Executive board meeting 8th April 2014 

The Chair had attended this meeting and drew the attention of 

members to a document entitled “Home Works”, which provided 

information for any with financial problems.  (See Appendix 3)  

 

(b) Sussex & Surrey ALC board meeting 30th April 2014 

For obvious reasons the SSALC board meetings have tended to be 

somewhat inward-looking for about a year now, due mainly to their 

move to new premises, in which they are now settled. 

 

Bob Peters complained that he was not sent documents in time for 

meetings, but would arrive to be presented with a mass of 

paperwork that he had no time to study.  Isabelle Mouland (SSALC) 

promised to make sure he received all necessary paperwork by post 

in future. 
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(c) Meeting with the Chief Constable 8th May 2014 

Giles York had now been appointed Chief Constable – there had 

been a meeting with him in May, when he was holding the post of 

Acting Chief Constable. Minutes have yet to be published. 

 

(d) Lewes District Planning Users Group 2nd June 2014 

The Chair had been unable to attend this meeting and was 

currently waiting to see the minutes. 

 

(e) Any other reports from members.   

 Loan Sharks 

Jack Harrison-Hicks reported that there were two such companies  

flourishing in Peacehaven – to the extent that when someone moved 

into a new home, they were targeted within days, asking if they had 

money problems.  (See Appendix 4)   

 

15.   Any Other Business 

The Chair also reported that there would be a “Resilience 

Conference” on 27th June at Herstmonceux Village Hall, to discuss 

the problems caused by last winter’s extreme weather. (details on 

the SALC web site). 

 

16.  Date and place of next meeting 

It was agreed to settle on provisional dates for next two meetings 

in order to have a greater chance of reserving the Lewes Council 

Chamber and the dates agreed were 22nd September and 8th 

December. 

 

[Subsequently to the meeting bookings were made for both 
meetings at Lewes Council Chamber] 
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Appendix 1   

Protocol on the recording and filming of Council and Committee Meetings 

The right to record, film and to broadcast meetings of the council, committees and sub 

committees is established following the Local Government Audit and Accountability Act 

2014. This is in addition to the rights of the press and public to attend such meetings. 

Meetings or parts of meetings from which the press and public are excluded may not be 

filmed or recorded. 

Members of the public are permitted to film or record meetings to which they are 

permitted access in a non-disruptive manner. 

The use of digital and social media recording tools, for example Twitter, blogging or audio 

recording be allowed as long as it is carried out in a non-disruptive way and only to the 

extent that it does not interfere with any person's ability, even where he or she has a 

disability, to follow the debate. 

While those attending meetings are deemed to have consented to the filming, recording or 

broadcasting of meetings, those exercising the rights to film, record and broadcast must 

respect the rights of other people attending under the Data Protection Act 1998. 

The Chairman of the meeting has the authority to stop a meeting and take appropriate 

action if any person contravenes these principles or is deemed to be recording in a 

disruptive manner. 

Any person or organization choosing to film, record or broadcast any meeting of the 

Council or a committee is responsible for any claims or other liability from them so 

doing. 

The Council asks those recording proceedings not to edit the film or recording in a way 

that could lead to misinterpretation of the proceedings, or infringe the core values of the 

Council. This includes refraining from editing an image or views expressed in a way that 

may ridicule, or show lack of respect towards those being filmed or recorded. 

 

The Council will display requirements as to filming, recording and broadcasting at its 

meeting venues and those undertaking these activities will be deemed to have accepted 

them whether they have read them or not. 

 

The Council may itself photograph, film, record or broadcast meetings and can retain, use 
or dispose of such material in accordance with its retention and disposal policies. 
 
SSALC 2014 
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Appendix 2   

LEWES DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

 

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 

 

Community Account 

 

Balance as at 6th April 2013      

 £1,569.81 

 

Income 

 Subscriptions  £110.00 

 

 Grant from SALC  £220.00 Total  £330.00 

 £1,899.81 

 

Expenditure 

 Donation to LTC for use of 

 Council Chamber   £90. 00 

 

 Honorarium to 

 Secretary   £300.00 Total  £390.00 

 £1,509.81 

 

 

 

 

Business Saver Account 

 

Balance as at 6th April 2013           

£27.47 
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Appendix 3.  
Home Works is celebrating three years of supporting vulnerable people 
in East Sussex 
 

Home Works Service - Short Term Support for Long Term 
Independence 
Southdown deliver the East Sussex generic floating support service "Home Works" 
across all of East Sussex. The goals of the service are to help people achieve the 
Communities and Local Government department’s desired outcomes which are: 
_ Achieve economic wellbeing 
_ Enjoy life and achieve ambitions 
_ Make a positive contribution to their community 
_ Better manage their physical health and emotional wellbeing 
_ Stay safe 
 
Who is the service for? 
Home Works is for you if: 
_ you live in East Sussex, in any type of housing 
_ you are aged between 16 and 64 
_ you are a single person, a couple or family 
_ you are at risk of losing your home, are already homeless, or living in unsuitable 
accommodation 
_ you need help and support around housing 
_ you will benefit from short-term support 
 
Home Works helps you by: 
_ Supporting you to work out what you need to do to overcome your housing 
issues and what type of help you need 
_ Giving guidance and coaching you on how to manage tasks related to keeping your 
home 
_ Helping you to understand your tenancy or mortgage responsibilities 
_ Supporting you to settle in to your new home and set up your gas, electric and 
water supply 
_ Referring you to independent legal and advocacy services if you need this 
_ Connecting you with other services and opportunities in the community that can 
help you manage in other areas of your life 
_ Working closely with other agencies giving you advice and support to make sure 
our support fits well with this 
_ Only sharing information about you with relevant agencies and with your 
permission Home Works is celebrating three years of supporting vulnerable people 
in East Sussex 
 
East Sussex Home Works - West Area 
(Eastbourne/Lewes/Wealden) 
Phone 01273 898700 / Fax 01273 898701 / Text 07773 377754 / Email 
referrals@homeworkswest.org.uk 
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Appendix 4.  DON’T BE PREY TO LONE SHARKS. 
  
A Lone Shark could be your neighbour, the lady at the school gate a   workmate, 
family member or someone in the pub. They appear to be friendly and wanting to 
“help you out” in a crisis but do not be deceived.  There is no age limit of a Loan 
Shark. He or she can be young or old, but they all have one thing in common, they 
will want payment of a high return for the money they lend you when you are short 
of it.  They will lend you money – money you do not have, and if and when you 
borrow from a Loan Shark, you will have even less. 
 
Loan Sharks are very expensive!  They do not really have your welfare at heart, but 
their own.  They line their own pockets at your expense. They are predatory.  They 
usually work alone and are illegal.  They may take something from you as security, 
and should you fall behind with your payments may have suggestions how you can 
make up the short-fall!  The financial and emotional repayment costs can be very 
high.  
 
A Loan Shark differs from a money lender as they are not licensed. Wonga, 
Provident for example are registered companies, and have a Consumer Credit 
Licence, but they also charge a high interest rate of payback, but less than the Loan 
Shark. 
 
There are other organisations which can help such as the Credit Union.   Their 
interest rates are much lower, offering payments you can afford.  If you have an 
emergency situation and need help contact the Discretionary East Sussex Support 
Scheme 0300 300 9494 and explain your problem to them. There will be no cash, so 
no repayments, but could provide help that is needed.  Talk to them.  They are an 
option when you have an emergency situation.  
 
If you have got involved with a Loan Shark and need advice, call the Illegal Money 
Lending Team 0300 555 2222. Their line is open 24 hours a day. Calls are not 
recorded and it is confidential.  
 
Don’t let the Lone Sharks sink their teeth into you, because if they do, you will find 
it hard to get free of them and if and when you do, you will find the cost of funding 
them very high indeed. There are other alternatives with better repayment charges.  
 

Don’t feed the Loan Shark  feed yourself and family instead 
 

 

  

 

 
    
 


