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LEWES DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 
 

Minutes  
of the Lewes District Association of Local Councils held on Monday 11th June 2018 

2.00 – 4.00pm 
In The Yarrow Room Lewes Town Hall 

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 

Present: Cllr Don McBeth (Ditchling PC); Cllr Fiona Harrison (Kingston PC),  Cllr 
Penny Lower (Seaford TC), Cllr Susan Murray, (Lewes TC elected Chair), Cllr Vincent 
Tickner (Westmeston PC); Cllr Jackie Harrison-Hicks (Peacehaven TC); Cllr Johnny 
Denis (Glynde PC elected Vice-Chair); Cllr Tim Armour (Telscombe TC). 
 

In attendance: Mrs Diane Meadows (Treasurer), Mrs Isobel Mouland (Sussex and 
Surrey Association of Local Councils), Steve Brigden (Lewes Town Clerk 
administering the meeting); Insp Simon Burroughs and Sgt Stuart Mullins (Sussex 
Police). 
 

1 Election of Chairman 
Cllr Susan Murray was elected as Chairman for the 2018/19 year 

2 Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Mr T Leggo of SSALC, who was on holiday 

3 Election of Vice chairman 
Cllr Don Mcbeth was elected as Vice-Chairman for the 2018/19 year 

4 Appointments To East Sussex Association of Local Councils (ESALC) 
Appointments to represent LDALC at ESALC were made as: 
 Cllr Susan Murray 
 Cllr Don McBeth 
 Cllr Penny Lower 

5 Appointments To Lewes District Planning User-group 
Appointments to represent LDALC were made as: 
 Cllr John Kay (Ringmer PC) 
 Cllr Don McBeth (Ditchling PC) 

6 Appointments To Lewes District Standards Panel 
Appointments to represent LDALC were made as: 
 Cllr Penny Lower (Seaford TC) 
 Cllr Fiona Harrison (Kingston PC) 
 Cllr Don McBeth (Ditchling PC) 

7 Appointment of Honorary Secretary 
Mrs Karen Crowhurst (Ringmer Parish Clerk) was appointed 

8 Honorarium for services as Secretary 
This was agreed at the present level PLUS 2% for 2018/19, equal to £408pa 

9 Appointment of Honorary Treasurer 
Mrs Diane Meadows was appointed 

10 Honorarium for services as Treasurer 
This was agreed at the present level PLUS 2% for 2018/19, equal to £102pa 

11 Minutes 
Minutes of the meeting held on 5th March 2018 were agreed as an accurate record, 
subject to two corrections: 

 Cllr Fiona Harrison (Kingston PC) had been present (omitted in draft) 

 Telscombe is a Town Council (recorded as Parish in draft) 
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12 Actions from previous meeting 
There were none 

13 Sussex Police 
The meeting welcomed Insp Burroughs and Sgt Mullins, who presented various 
aspects of their work, and answered a number of questions.  This included: 
Statistics – Lewes was described as a safe place to live. Recent analysis showed a 
decrease in burglaries and vehicle crime (excepting incidents of damage to 
vehicles). There was a reminder to “park safe and lock it!”  A small apparent 
increase in violent crime was attributed to a greater willingness to report, rather 
than an actual elevation in level.  Businesses reported increasing frustration about 
theft and rough sleepers in shop entrances.  Insp Burroughs noted that in Lewes 
there were only two individuals accepted as genuinely homeless over the past year 
– many who presented as such were making dishonest claims.  It was recognized 
that “Businesswatch” was not really effective in Lewes.  Ideas were welcome, and 
the police were working on alternatives.  
Neighbourhood Watch: penetration was improving and the online “In the Know” 
system was being extended to include Neighbourhood Watch.  There was 
encouragement to sign-up.  Response issues with the 101 telephone number were 
acknowledged; and being addressed.  Local police management team details were 
distributed, and online reporting was also available. 
“Operation Blitz” was believed to be a success – reporting antisocial behaviour via 
a dedicated number linked to staff on-the-ground.  Youth workers were operating 
outreach programmes where patterns of behaviour could be identified, such as 
youngsters ‘grouping’. 
“Community Speedwatch” rural areas have particular concerns.   Volunteer-
managed but the project leader is working 40 hours each week, so a plan is being 
developed to allow the Police to take up the load, with a budget bid being 
submitted to the Chief Constable shortly.  The scheme involved 600 volunteers, 
who had conducted 99 monitoring session sin the past month, recording 1468 
vehicles for notice.  It was believed that the scheme was effective in altering 
motorists’ behaviour. 
There were questions regarding CCTV and nomad cameras.  These were deployed 
following risk/threat/harm assessments.  There was limited equipment available 
and it was deployed to the greatest perceived benefit.  Shop staff were expected 
to intervene, when safe, in cases of theft etc.  It was noted that larger businesses 
were tending to absorb losses without reporting to police, and the police were 
keen to alter this attitude; to encourage reporting and thus assist effective 
planning. 
The communications department had recorded a 19% increase in calls in the past 
year.  In answer to a question, it was confirmed that “FarmWatch” still operated.  
It was manged from Battle, although Insp Burroughs was happy to respond if 
problems were experienced locally. 
There was a noted increase in theft of oil from rural areas, and police encouraged 
reporting to inform their strategic planning.   Sheep-worrying fell within the remit 
of the new “Neighbourhood First” initiative.  Insp Burroughs was definitive in his 
statement that anyone observing crime should take photographs and gather 
evidence if safe to do so. 

14 Treasurers’ report 
The hon Treasurer presented a summary account for the past year. Balances were 
£731.59 at bank and £27.47 on deposit.  Cllr Denis asked for a fully-detailed account, 
and this would be brought to the next meeting. 
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15 Subscriptions 
Subscriptions were agreed for 2018/19 as: 
 Parish Meeting £5 
 Parish Council  £20 
 Larger Parish  £30 
 Town Council   £50 

16 Bank signatories 
Bank signatories were agreed as: 
 Cllr Susan Murray 
 Cllr Don McBeth 
 Cllr Johnny Denis 

17 General discussion 
Experiences with Neighbourhood First 
Dog control issues 
The smartphone app “Report It! Lewes & Eastbourne” – intermittent working; 
believed to be undergoing refinement. 
Neighbourhood Planning rules changing – government enhancing protections for 
Neighbourhood Plans less than 2yrs old, where 5-yr housing land supply planning 
was weak or not met.  If older; it was noted that Parishes should be alert to 
challenges. 
Proposed closure of railway stations on November 5th:  A warning was received 
regarding plans being proposed to close stations in Lewes; Glynde; Cooksbridge; 
Falmer; Southease.  It was agreed that the Chairman should write to the Secretary 
of State for Transport, on behalf of the Association, exhorting him to veto any 
requests for approval of such plans.  Letter to be copied to concerned MP’s. 
Update on General Data Protection Regulations. 
Lewes DC’s waste recycling - teething troubles: contact Scot Reid at LDC. 

18 Sussex & Surrey Associations of Local Councils (SSALC) 
It was noted that Liz Leggo was leaving SSALC. 
The new website would offer space for LDALC use. 
The next Chairmen’s Networking day was scheduled for 12th July at the Amex 
Stadium, Falmer. 
Next year’s training programme was being developed. 
SSALC encouraged Monitoring Officers to lobby the Minister re weaknesses in the 
standards regime. 
Consultation was being developed on proposals for the A27.  2019 elections: ideas 
were welcome for material to encourage candidates. 
Wealden & Lewes Road Safety Action Group would meet at 1:00am on 4th July 2018 
at Hailsham Fire Station.  A member representing Lewes would be welcome, as 
membership had recently been extended.  Cllr Johnny Denis would attend and 
report-back 

19 Other matters 
Karen Crowhurst would appreciate ideas for future speakers.  Suggestions 
received included a representative from the Joint Action Group; Ian Davison, for a 
legal update; Plastic-free Lewes/Seaford, and/or the Litter-free groups  

20 Next meeting 
The next meeting would be held at 2:00pm on 10th September 2018 – in the Yarrow 
Room, Lewes Town Hall. 

21 Close of meeting 
The Chairman thanked everyone for their contribution, and closed the meeting. 

Meeting ended at 3:20pm. 

 


