
 Page 1 of 3 

 

Lewes District Association of Local Councils 

 

Minutes from the Meeting of LDALC held  

on Monday 8
th

 December 2014 at 1930 at Lewes Town Hall 

Attendance –  

 Cllr Don McBeth Chairman & Ditchling Parish Council 

 Cllr Nick Lear Barcombe Parish Council 

 Cllr Don Cranfield Chailey Parish Council 

 Cllr Ian Ginn Hamsey Parish Council  

 Cllr Dinah Morgan Kingston Parish Council 

 Cllr Cris Allen Newick Parish Council 

 Cllr Paul Denerley Rodmell Parish Council  

 Cllr Sam Adeniji Seaford Town Council 

 Cllr Clare Ferrands Westmeston Parish Council 

 Cllr Todd Ford Westmeston Parish Council 

 Mrs Christine Swan Westmeston Parish Council 

 Mr John Magness Director of Finance, Lewes District Council 

 Mrs Isabelle Mouland Locum LDALC Secretary 

  

  

1. Apologies for absence – Received from  Cllr John Greenslate Kingston PC 

Cllr Susan Murray Lewes TC 

Ms Jacky Cole and Cllr Saunders Newhaven TC 

Jackie Harrison-Hicks Vice Chairman and Peacehaven TC 

All at Plumpton PC 

Neville Harrison Southese PM 

All at Wivelsfield PC.  
 

2. Presentation by John Magness, Director of Finance Lewes DC - John Magness gave representatives 

an overview of National debt levels and target saving following the Chancellor’s autumn statement 

which can be found here - https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/autumn-statement-2014. 

Lewes DC has been able to continue to provide and deliver the same services by cutting its overheads 

however it is currently only 40% of the way through making the changes needed to reach savings targets 

and spending cutbacks. 

A ‘Making Services Digital’ paper has been published proposing how to efficiently reduce the need for 

people behind the scenes. Lewes DC has a similar strategy in place and has put together a savings plan 

which shows a forecast that by March 2020 a £1.2m savings being generated by investing in technology. 

Lewes DC has and will continue to work closely with Eastbourne Borough Council to share services and 

staff. The Treasurer of Eastbourne Borough Council will be taking over John Magness’ post in February 

2015 and has been working closely with him for a long handover period leading up to his retirement. 

Wave Leisure will contribute to Lewes DC’s savings target by generating their own saving initiatives. 

Lewes LDC has written to all clerks advising of the 2015/16 tax base, Lewes DC will be one of the local 

authorities still passing down the council tax benefit but this will decrease each year as the government 

decreases the grant. Some local authorities will not pass any on to their parishes. Parishes are still 

advised to not rely on the grant and to make provision for its cuts. 

Lewes DC has resolved to have a review of its devolved special expenses and has appointed someone 

outside of Lewes DC with experience in these reviews to carry out the review.  

Fast track asset transfers are currently taking place.  

Questions from representatives –  

Q - Are capital receipts still ring fenced for capital expenditure? 

A – Yes, no change 
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Q – How much is the council tax support grant for parishes? 

A – In total 2.325m, unable to give a figure for a specific parish but the majority goes to the larger 

towns.  

Q – If by 2020 there is no council tax benefit grant, does this mean there is nothing for parishes? 

A – This has not been forecasted and has not been specified or agreed. The advice to parishes is to 

assume there will be nothing and to make provision for it to ensure risk is covered. 

Q - As parishes are currently not capped, is there any advice for them on what they should do? 

A – On 17
th

 or 18
th

 December there should be an announcement on capping. With parishes being able to 

take on devolved services it is hoped that should make them exempt. 

LDALC thanked John Magness and wished him a happy retirement.  
 

3. To approve the minutes of meeting held on 22
nd

 September 2014 – Approved.  
 

4. Matters Arising – There were no matter arising.  
 

5. LDALC Finance 

Representatives received the summary of LDALC accounts, as follows –  

FINANCIAL STATEMENT – DECEMBER 2014 

Community Account 

Balance as at 5th September 2014 £1,719.81 

Income 

Expenditure 

Donations to LTC for use of Council Chamber £50.00 

Honorarium to Secretary £300.00  

Total expenditure £350.00    

Balance as at 5 November 2014 £1,369.81 
 

Business Saver Account 

Balance as at 8th September 2014 £27.47 
 

The Chairman reported that LDALC is currently reviewing how it is administrated, currently Mrs Isabelle 

Mouland has stepped forward to be Locum Secretary and Diane Meadows has agreed to continue with 

LDALC’s finances.  
 

6. To receive reports on the following meetings attended by the Chairman – 

(a) Annual Conference for Town and Parish Councils and Parish Meetings 22
nd

 October 2014 at 

Peacehaven – The Chairman reported that both Jenny Rowlands and Becky Shaw were in attendance at 

the event. LDALC had been included in the drafting of the agenda and will continue to do so for future 

events. 
 

(b) Any other meetings attended on behalf of LDALC since the last meeting –  

Meeting with Becky Shaw - The Chairman reported that he met with Becky Shaw to present her with 

items from parishes for comment however nothing has been received since and this will be chased up.  

East Sussex Resilience Fair 22
nd

 October 2014 – The Chairman was unable to attend. Cllr Todd Ford of 

Westmeston PC reported that the event was very good however time was limited and speakers were 

not given notice of their presentation timings. 

Lewes DC Planning meeting 8th December 2014? Don, is this correct? – The Chairman reported that he 

attended a planning meetings where he received the attached proposed Community Infrastructure Levy 

(CIL) governance framework showing how CIL is going to be distributed. CIL can only come down to 

parishes when the local plan has been passed, Lewes DC’s local plan is currently being agreed. There 

was also discussion at the meetings with Cllr John Kay of Ringmer PC over changes in planning law, one 

being that old farm buildings can be changed in to housing but there is nothing in place to stop whole 

buildings being demolished and re-built.  
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7. To note the following East Sussex ALC Ltd. meeting that have taken place – Representatives noted 

that the following meetings of ESALC Ltd. were held -  

(a) East Sussex ALC Ltd. AGM 28
th

 October 2014 at the Boship Farm Hotel, minutes available on the SALC 

website. The Chairman reported that Lord Ampthill has been voted in to be the East Sussex ALC Ltd. 

President. 

(b) East Sussex ALC Ltd. Board Meeting 8
th

 October 2014 at Lewes, minutes can be found on the SALC 

website. The Chairman had nothing further to report.  

 

8. Meeting with the Chief Constable – Representatives noted SALC’s meeting with the Chief Constable, 

all councils were invited to submit questions for the agenda. The minutes from the meetings are to be 

circulated to all parishes shortly. The Chairman’s report from the meeting is attached.  

 

9. Local issues and other matters raised by representatives – Representatives discussed how parishes 

still feel that they do not have a voice in the current planning system. 

The Chairman advised that if you want to have a planning application called in the date to call it in is not 

the same duration as the consultation period. 

Cllr Nick Lear of Barcombe PC informed representatives that a planning application that fell under 

Ringmer’s boundary for solar panels in a field nearby Barcombe’s boundary was approved and has 

meant that Barcombe PC has managed to secure a grant from the solar panel firm.  

  

10. Date and place of next meeting – The next meeting was agreed to take place on Monday 16
th

 March 

2015 at Lewes Town Hall. 

 

The meeting closed at 9pm 

 

 

Signed………………………………… Chairman                  Date……………………………… 


