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East Sussex Association of Local Councils Limited 
Minutes of the Board Meeting at Uckfield Civic Centre, Uckfield 

Thursday 25th October 2018 at 1000 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Directors Present Keith Stevens (Chair) Wealden District Association 

 Susan Murray Lewes District Association 

 Penny Lower Lewes District Association 

 Mike Garner Wealden District Association 

 Don McBeth Lewes District Association 

 Ann Cook Rother District Association 

 Hilary Pankhurst Rother District Association 

 David Pankhurst Rother District Association 

Presidents and Vice 
Presidents Present 

Lord Ampthill President 

 Dr A MacGillivray Vice President 

 Marion Shepherd DL Vice President 

 David Young Vice President 

   

 Mr T Leggo CEO SSALC 

 Mr P Richards Member Support Officer SSALC 

   

Also in attendance Cllr R Tratt Warbleton Parish Council 

 T. Supt Emma Brice Sussex Police 

   

   

 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and accepted from Kay Moss, Mark Mulberry & Roger Taylor 

 

2. To approve the minutes of meeting held on 10 July 2018. 

 The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Matter Arising (not on the agenda) 

 Broadband – the CEO advised that an ESCC timetable for roll-out of their Broadband plan had been 
published. He will convene a meeting with the relevant ESCC officers and the ESALC working 
group; 

 A27 – the CEO reported a local MP’s meeting in September 2018 had identified a shortfall in 
funding. The next meeting is planned for November 2018; 

 Community Transport – no information found to date on the reported consultation; 

 Five-year land supply – The advice from SSALC’s planning advisor is that a lack of a three or five 
year land supply in principal authority areas could leave Town and Parish councils vulnerable to 
developer plans; and 
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 Rail service – Lord Ampthill reported on the recent meeting convened by Amber Rudd MP to 
discuss the high-speed train coming to Hastings from Ashford. The CEO reported on the Rail 
Futures meeting with Lewes District Council. He advised that Members proceed with caution 
regarding this matter. 

 

 

4. NALC Matters 
The Chair informed Members as to the latest NALC matters: - 

 The reorganisation review is ongoing and proceeding to plan; 

 The AGM is scheduled for 6th November 2018; 

 A slight surplus of £20k in the accounts has accrued (compared to a deficit reported in the previous 
year). A three-year business forecast is planned; 

 A review of the London office location is scheduled; and 

 The latest NJC pay scales will be circulated. 
 

5. Analysis of Council Tax data 
The CEO presented an analysis of all ESCC Town and Parish council precept data. It provided a useful 
comparison for Members who approved the purchase of the report. 

 
6. Sussex Police 

T. Supt Emma Brice provided an update to Members on the latest national and local rural crime 
strategy which will build on existing partnerships in the community. She reported that the main 
concerns reported by the rural community included fly tipping and speeding. The Chair advised that 
local Speedwatch projects have been successful but rely on a good supply of volunteers supported by 
the Speedwatch Team. T. Supt Brice reported that a Sussex Countryside Watch system had been 
relaunched which acts as a “…. neighbourhood watch for the countryside”. 
 
She advised that local reporting of crime and incidents via the 101 telephone system remains an 
priority. This was endorsed by Chief Constable Giles York at the recent ESALC AGM and conference. She 
encouraged the reporting of crime and incidents via this method. 
 
The CEO presented a local crime analysis for an ESALC parish and asked if this report could be made 
available to all Members. T. Supt Brice will investigate this matter. She invited questions from Members 
who discussed local policing matters. 
 

 
7. ESCC Flood Strategy & Management Plan  

The Chair reported that no meetings had occurred since the last Board meeting. Dr MacGillivray 
advised that local and community engagement needs to improve. 
 
 

8. ESALC Autumn Conference 
The CEO reported that the event had received good feedback on the venue, content and speakers. This 
was endorsed by Members. 
 
 

9. Reports from representatives on outside bodies. 
None for this meeting 
 

Action: The CEO to convene a broadband working group meeting with ESCC 
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10. A27 Update 

Update dealt with in agenda item 3 (matters arising). 
 
 

11. Unitary authority for Lewes/Eastbourne 
The CEO presented a paper, circulated previously, which was reviewed and discussed by Members. 
Concern was raised in relation to the geographical distance between the two authorities, the lack of 
consultation to date with Lewes Members and the cost to implement. Lewes Members will update the 
Board at the next meeting with any further details. 

 

 

12. Reports by District Associations: 

(a) Lewes – Cllr Murray advised that the annual meeting with Lewes District Council and ESCC had 
taken place.  

(b) Rother – no update as the next meeting will be held in November 2018. 

(c) Wealden – The Chair and CEO referred to the May 2019 elections process and the excellent 
content from the recent ESCC presentation. 

 

13. Any other urgent matters to be raised by members of the Board. 

 Members discussed the recent GDPR legislation and the recording the names of members of public 
attending meetings. 

 

Next Meeting Dates  

The dates and locations of 2019 meetings will be circulated. 

 

 

Signed (Chair) _____________________________ Date ________________________ 

 
 

 

Action: Lewes Members to provide an update at the next Board meeting 


