
 
 

EAST SUSSEX ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
LIMITED 

 
Minutes from the Board Meeting of East Sussex Association of Local Councils Limited held 

at Uckfield Civic Centre 
Tuesday 25 July 2017 

 
 

 

Directors Present Mr K Stevens Chairman & Wealden District Ass. 
 Mr R Jessop Rother District Association 
 Mrs S Murray Lewes District Association 
 Mr Johnny Denis Lewes District Association 
 Mrs A Cook Rother District Association 
 Ms K Moss Wealden District Association 
   
Presidents and Vice 
Presidents Present 

Dr A MacGillivray Vice President 

 Mrs Marion Shepherd DL Vice President 
   

   
 Mr T Leggo CEO SSALC 
 Ms E Leggo Member Support Officer SSALC 
   
Also in attendance Supt. Dave Padwick Sussex Police 

 Chief Insp. Steve Curry Sussex Police 
 John Willett Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner’s 

Office 
 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence – apologies were received and accepted from Mike Garner, Mark Mulberry and Lord 
Ampthill.  

 
2. To approve the minutes of meeting held on 4 April 2017 – The minutes were approved as a true record of the 

meeting and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
3. Matters Arising (not on this Agenda) – Dr MacGillivray raised the Wealden Local Plan with the Board. A judge 

had found in favour of an objection to the Lewes Local Plan and quashed two policies. Barcombe Parish Council 
Neighbourhood Planning Consultant confirmed that the quashing of the policies referred only to the area of the 
National Park within Lewes District boundary, and not to the rest of the District.  

 
4. NALC Matters – The Chairman reported on a meeting of NALC earlier in July 2017. The main topic to update on 

was getting councils to approve the new governance rules. Cllr Stevens reported that there is a proposition to 
change the name of the National Council to the National Assembly, and that there would be three committees: 
Executive, Finance and Policy. Cllr Murray asked about gender parity on NALC Council, and the CEO informed 
the Board of NALC’s current Diversity Campaign. 

 
5. Transport Links (Uckfield to Lewes Rail Line & A27 Matters) – Dr Alex MacGillivray reported on the Uckfield to 

Brighton Railway Line, informing the Board that not much has happened recently as national events have taken 
priority.  



 
 Dr MacGillivray reported that Railfuture is campaigning for reinstatement of the rail link between Uckfield and 

Lewes to provide quicker and more convenient access between the Weald and the employment centre of 
Brighton, and an additional route between the Sussex Coast and London. Dr MacGillivray also updated on the 
role of the Uckfield Railway Line Parishes Committee. The Chairman suggested to the Board that a 
representative of the Committee is invited to the next ESALC Board meeting in October. 

 
 Dr MacGillivray can provide links to websites for interested members. 

 
   
 
 
 
 

 The CEO updated the Board on the A27 – again stating that there is not much to report at present. The Board 
was reminded of the four parts of the A27 which are under review: 
 

1. Chichester Bypass – the funds have been allocated, but if no agreement can be reached these may be 
taken back by the Secretary of State. 

2. Arundel Bypass – the public consultation begins in August. 
3. Worthing to Lancing – is currently out for public consultation. 
4. Between Lewes and Polegate – the public consultation on how to spend approximately £75 million on 

the road has now closed. 
 
 
6. Bexhill Town Forum – The CEO reported to the Board that where no town or parish council exists, that a 

Community Governance Review can take place to determine whether there one should be formed. In Bexhill, 
the required 10% of the electorate have signed in favour of this, so Rother District Council have 12 months to 
undertake the review. The Board was informed that there should be “a presumption in favour of creation” 
unless there is a very good reason not to create a town or parish council, and that Bexhill is the only sizeable 
town along the south and east coast from The Wash to Lands End within a district council, which does not have 
a town council.  

 
 The population of Bexhill and Rother District are approximately 40,000 and 90,000 respectively, meaning a town 

council for Bexhill form a large proportion of the District.  
 
 The process is now at Stage 2 of the Governance Review, and Rother DC is legally obliged to complete the 

process.  
 
 Democracy for Bexhill, the group in favour of the creation, have formed “Bexhill Town Council in Waiting”, 

which has no legal status but aims to demonstrate to the community what a town council can achieve. 
 
 Rother District Council have suggested four options: 

1. There is no change. 
2. Creation of one parish council for the whole of Bexhill, to be called ‘Bexhill Town Council’. 
3. Creation of an Area Committee, with the members comprising ward members from the District 

Council – this Committee would have no additional powers, for example of Rother DC closed public 
toilets in Bexhill the Committee would not have the power to take this on whilst a town council 
would.  

4. Creation of four separate parishes by dividing the town. 
 

The CEO informed the Board that the District Council makes the final decision and that there is currently no 
right of appeal. NALC is lobbying Government to restore the right of appeal in such cases. 

 
7. K6 telephone Boxes Competition – The CEO reported on the competition, which set out to award a prize to the 

local council that makes the most imaginative use of an adopted K6 telephone box. Examples from other areas 

Action: 
Liz Leggo to invite the Chairman of the Uckfield Railway Line Parishes Committee, Cllr Ian 
Smith (Uckfield Town Council), to the ESALC Board meeting on 17th October  



of the country include – museums, tourist information points, storage of defibrillators for emergency use, and in 
Brighton a barista has taken over a telephone box and serves take-away coffee from it. 

 
 At present only one council has entered the competition, but Cllr Cook informed the Board that Ticehurst have 

just completed their telephone box regeneration and would be submitting an entry before the closing date of 
31st July. 

 
8. Police Matters – Supt. Dave Padwick & Chief Insp. Steve Curry were present to report on policing in East Sussex. 
 
 Supt. Padwick thanked the Chairman for the invitation and updated the Board on the following topics: 

 The current re-organisation of the police force 

 The Resolution Centre based in Lewes to deal with certain matters more efficiently over the phone 

 The new bespoke Specialist Investigations Unit, with specially trained officers to deal with crimes such 
as sexual attacks 

 Response teams are working out of Eastbourne, Hastings, Lewes and Uckfield and are visible to 
communities 

 They are half way through the process of organising Neighbourhood Policing teams 

 From the end of August Neighbourhood Police Officers would be spending 100% of their time dealing 
with community based problems 

 Current threats, including terrorism and ‘cuckooing’ – where gangs take over the home of a vulnerable 
individual, and that there is a huge under-reporting of cyber-crime. 

 
 
Chief Insp. Curry informed the Board: 

 That the police are facing challenging times and that the reality is that numbers need to be reduced 

 Sussex is a relatively poorly funded force compared with the rest of the Country, but the Chief Insp. 
informed that when cuts were imposed, Sussex did not cut the budget to neighbourhood policing 

 Expanded on the above list of threats to policing to include child exploitation, modern day slavery and 
human trafficking. 

 
When asked by the Board how local councils could raise concerns over issues such as modern day slavery with the 
police, Chief Insp. Curry said to call 101 or Crime Stoppers with concerns. 
 
Both Officers said that they would be happy to attend the next meeting of the ESALC Board to give an update and 
Supt. Padwick offered to give a presentation on organised crime. 
 
The CEO placed on record his gratitude to Ch. Insp. Curry for the support given to a parish council in the Rother 
District, with regard to a potentially risky situation at a parish council meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9.   Community Safety Partnerships – John Willett, Head of Partnerships from the Office of the Sussex Police & 
Crime Commissioner (PCC) updated the Board. He thanked the Chairman for the invitation and reported on the 
Police and Crime Commissioner’s role in Community Safety Partnerships (CSPs), as follows: 
 

 Katy Bourne is in her second term as PCC, and has now been in post for five years 

 The PCC has a number of statutory responsibilities, including holding the Chief Constable to account, and 
ensuring that an efficient and effective police service is running 

 There are five CSPs in East Sussex 

 Funding for CSPs goes to district councils which is then funnelled through to the five CSPs to spend on local 
initiatives, such as community wardens 

 Funding opportunities were highlighted to the Board, including the ‘Safe in Sussex Community Fund’. 

Action 
Liz Leggo to include Supt. Padwick and Chief Insp. Curry on the agenda and invite to the next 
meeting on behalf of the Board. 



 
 
10. Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
 Cllr Jessop informed the Board that he had attended SSALC and SERCAF meetings, with the main topic again 

being NALC Governance. 
 
 The Chairman has attended the East Sussex Strategic Partnership meeting, where there were health updates 

from CCGs and a presentation from Little Gate Farm, which supports people with learning difficulties in getting 
back into work. The Board were keen to invite a representative to the next meeting. 

 

 
11. Reports by District Associations: 
 (a) Lewes – Cllr Murray is now Chair of LDALC and Cllr Denis is Vice Chair 
 (b) Rother – Cllr Jessop reported that Rother Association funds will be used to pay for Geosphere Digital 

Mapping (Parish Online) 
 (c) Wealden – Cllr Stevens reported that Wealden Association of Local Councils has recently had its meeting. 
 
12. Any other urgent matters to be raised by members of the Board. 
 Dr MacGillivray asked if a representative from East Sussex County Council could attend the ESALC AGM in 

October to talk about flooding. 
 
 
 
 
 

13. Next Meeting Date 17 October, to be held at Uckfield Civic Centre at 10.30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed (Chairman) _______________________________   Date ______________________ 
 
 
 

Action: 
Trevor Leggo to invite Nick Claxon from ESCC to the AGM on 6th October. 

Action: 
Liz Leggo to invite Claire Cordell from Little Gate Farm to the next meeting of the ESALC Board 


