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East Sussex Association of Local Councils Limited 
Minutes of the Board Meeting at Sackville House, Brooks Close, Lewes 

Thursday 23rd April 2019 at 1000 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Directors Present Keith Stevens (Chair) Wealden District Association 

 Susan Murray Lewes District Association 

 Penny Lower Wealden District Association 

 Kay Moss Lewes District Association 

 Don McBeth Lewes District Association 

 Hilary Pankhurst Rother District Association 

 David Pankhurst Rother District Association 

   

Presidents and Vice Presidents Present Lord Ampthill President 

 Dr A MacGillivray Vice President 

   

 Mr T Leggo CEO SSALC 

 Mr P Richards Clerk to the Boards SSALC 

 Anna Beams SSALC 

   

Also in attendance Mandy Jameson Sussex PCC 

 Ch. Insp. Anita Turner Sussex Police 

 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and accepted from Mike Garner, Marion Shepherd and David Young. 

The Chairman suggested and Members agreed to a change in the agenda items. 

2. Bexhill – progress towards a town council. 

The CEO provided a written update and presented a synopsis of the current position. He advised that the 
Conservative Group had issued a leaflet suggesting the creation of a Community Council for Bexhill; a 
local committee similar to a resident’s association without the independence of a town council. Members 
agreed to keep a watching brief on this matter following the May elections. 

10:15 – The CEO left the meeting 

3. To approve the minutes of meeting held on 10th January 2019. 

 The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair. 

4. Matters Arising (not on the agenda). 

• Broadband – the Chairman reported that he would contact the ESCC Broadband team; 

• Flooding – the Chairman advised that he would chase up contact with Nick Claxon; and 

• NALC Lobby day – the Chairman reported that NALC would meet with local MPs in July 2019 although 
in the light of Brexit the meeting may be deferred until a later date. 

Action: The Chairman to request a meeting with the ESCC broadband team and ESALC  
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5. NALC Matters 

The Chairman provided an update that included: - 

• Finances – year end accounts suggested a surplus of circa £50,000 due mainly to staff reorganisation 
cost savings. This is the first surplus for many years. The future budget figures were being prepared; 

• AGM – a revised policy on how motions were to be put to the AGM was being considered. The 
number of delegates County Associations can send to the AGM has increased from 3 to 4 to allow 
representation from smaller local councils.; and 

• Salisbury – the Chairman and NALC CEO travelled to Salisbury as part of a fact-finding visit. One 
interesting issue was the extra burden of accounting and reporting for larger local councils with 
income in excess of £6.5m. 

 
6. Police matters  

Chief Inspector Anita Turner represented T. Superintendent Brice and provided an update to Members:  

• Funding – the PCC had secured additional funding via an increase in precept to allow for an 
additional 50 specialist officers and 100 PCSOs; 

• Young people – increased reports of problems involving young people have been received in 8 
locations across East Sussex. It is hoped that one of the newly funded specialist officers will provide 
additional support in working with young people. Additional funding for youth projects is also being 
sought; 

• Rural crime – cross border crime and offenders have been targeted with a joint Sussex, Kent and 
Surrey Constabulary operation. Several offenders have been arrested and many subsequently 
imprisoned; 

• Social media – additional training is supporting the Force’s objective to increase a positive police 
presence on social media platforms; and 

• Travellers – a review of the policy in dealing with travellers is underway with the role of local councils 
now identified and included. 
 

7. ESCC Flood Strategy & Management Plan  
The Chairman reported that he is still awaiting a meeting with the relevant ESCC officer.  
 

8. East Sussex Safer Communities Board 
The Chairman advised Members that the last meeting was held in February 2019. Matters discussed 
included loneliness, the grooming of service cadets, fake drugs and help in establishing resources for 
veterans e.g. funding for coffee mornings. The Chairman asked that the minutes of these meetings are 
circulated to ESALC Board Members. 

 
9. Three Counties Training Programme 2019 

Anna Beams circulated the latest Clerk and Councillor training programme and provided Members with 
an update. The new programme was launched at the Clerk’s Networking event and has been well 
received. All training events are listed on the SSALC website. 
 

10. Reports from representatives on outside bodies 
None received. 
 

11. Rural crime 

Mandy Jameson from the Sussex PCC’s office provided an update. She reported on the outcome from 
the roundtable rural crime focus groups chaired by the PCC. These events were well attended with 
representation from local authorities, local councils, farmers, land agents, the NFU and Sussex Police. 
She advised that this is a key topic for the PCC with a current focus on poaching, coursing, theft of farm 

Action: The CEO to circulate minutes of the East Sussex Safer Communities Board to ESALC Members. 
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equipment and the sense of isolation and abandonment in rural communities. Additional roundtable 
events are planned and she agreed to report back on progress. 

The issue of crime reporting and the Police 101 service was discussed by Members. The ongoing 
transformation programme seeks to improve both services and additional resources have been provided. 

12. A27 update 

Members noted that no further progress had been made since the last Board meeting. 

13. Reports by District Associations: 

(a) Lewes – Cllr Murray reported on the last local meeting held in March 2019. The meeting reviewed 
planning matters with concerns raised regarding Neighbourhood Plans and other planning issues. It 
is hoped to invite LDC Planning officers to their June meeting. 

(b) Rother – Cllr D. Pankhurst reported on the last local meeting held in early April 2019. The Association 
has been advised that the hosting of local parish websites would be withdrawn by RDC following the 
announcement of the new website accessibility regulations. This would leave many local councils 
without a future website provider. The meeting also received an excellent and positive domestic 
abuse presentation which was commended to other DALCs. 

(c) Wealden – Meeting has yet to occur. 

14. Any other urgent matters to be raised by members of the Board 

None 

15.  Next Meeting Date 

The next ESALC meeting will be on Tuesday 16th July 2019 commencing 10:00am in Lewes. 

 

 

Signed (Chair) _____________________________ Date ________________________ 

 
 

 


