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East Sussex Association of Local Councils Limited 
Minutes of the Board Meeting at Sackville House, Lewes, East Sussex  

Tuesday 16 January 2018 at 10.00 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Directors Present Keith Stevens Chairman & Wealden District Ass. 
 Penny Lower Lewes District Association 

 Susan Murray Lewes District Association 
 Anne Cook Rother District Association 
 Vacancy Rother District Association 
 Mike Garner Wealden District Association 
 Kay Moss Wealden District Association 
   
   
Presidents and Vice 
Presidents Present 

Lord Ampthill President 

 Dr A MacGillivray Vice President 
   
 Mr T Leggo CEO SSALC 
 Ms E Leggo Member Support Officer SSALC 
   
Also in attendance Supt Dave Padwick Sussex Police 
   
   
   

   
 
The Board observed a minute silence, to remember Cllr Richard Jessop. 
 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and accepted from Johnny Denis & David Young. 

 

2. To approve the minutes of meeting held on 17 October 2017. 

 The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman. 

 

3. Matters Arising (not on this Agenda) and update on actions from the last meeting. 

Liz Leggo has gauged the level of interest from the five parishes along Uckfied to Lewes Railway Line 
(Isfield, Hamsey, Lewes, Uckfield & Barcombe) and all are interested in sending members to a meeting. 

Liz sent Claire from Little Gate Farm, a list and contact details for the larger town councils in East 
Sussex. 
 

 
4. ESALC Spring Conference  
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The Board received the draft programme for the Conference at Cooden Beach on 8th March. The event 
has a capacity of 130 and members noted an interesting and balanced agenda. 

 
5. NALC Matters. 

Cllr Garner led the Board in congratulating Cllr Stevens in his appointment as Vice Chair of NALC 
Finance Committee. Members noted that SSALC is well represented at NALC. 

Cllr Stevens informed the Board that NALC is currently undergoing a series of restructuring. 

 

6. ESCC Flood Strategy & Management Plan  

Nick Claxton gave his apologies but submitted a report which was read to the Board and is included in 
appendix 1 at the end of these minutes.  

Dr MacGillivray remarked that ESALC is a good mechanism of communicating information to parishes. 

 

7. Transport Links (A27 Matters & Uckfield to Lewes Rail Line). 

 Dr Alex MacGillivray reported that it has been relatively quiet on the Uckfield Railway Line Campaign.  

Trevor Leggo circulated a note to the Board on the A27, which is included in appendix 2 at the end of 
these minutes. It was noted that there are plans for an additional bridge to be built over the River 
Cuckmere to increase capacity to two lanes of traffic. 

 

8. Better Rail Service and Connections in East Sussex 

Members were delighted that parishes along the line had expressed an interest in attending a meeting 
with the URLPC, MPs and Business Leaders. A meeting could be convened at Sackville House.  
 

 

9. ‘Bexhill Town Council in Waiting’  

Lord Ampthill reported on a disappointing result at the debate held at Bexhill Town Hall, with the 
following results in a vote: 

No change: 18 votes 
In favour of a Town Council: 13 votes 
Abstained: 4 votes 
 

Trevor Leggo suggested that perhaps Rother District Council should have an additional vote on the 
issue at the District Council elections, at a marginal additional cost. The CEO also reported that NALC 
are keeping the pressure on Sajid Javid to review the lack of appeal. 

Actions: 
1. Liz Leggo to find out if we can publish Nick Claxton’s communications in our newsletter/send 

out with the newsletter to East Sussex Parishes 
2. Cllr Stevens and Dr MacGillivray to meet with Nick Claxton to discuss whether flooding can 

be reported in the same way as potholes. Liz Leggo to set up introductory email. 

Actions: 
1. Trevor Leggo to contact Business Leaders and MPs to invite to a meeting, including Nus Ghani 

MP for Wealden who has recently been appointed as Transport Minister. 
2. Liz Leggo to send interested parishes an update email. 
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10. Police Matters. 

Supt Dave Padwick was present to update the Board on current policing in Sussex. The Board was 
informed that there have been cap has been lifted on local policing and most Police and Crime 
Commissioners have put out a consultation on this.  

Supt Padwick reported that there has been an increase in road fatalities in Wealden and that the Chief 
Constable is chairing a taskforce to see how this can be reduced, working alongside colleagues from 
East Sussex Fire & Rescue.  

The Force is increased the number of firearms officers to 54, as it needs to be in a better place to 
respond to firearms or terror threats. Firearms Officers undergo rigorous training.  

At a local level, East Sussex Police Recorded Crime has increased across the County, with the highest 
level in organised crime groups. The Board was also briefed on some current crimes and investigations 
in East Sussex.  

 

 

11. Royal Garden Party  
The CEO briefed the Board on nominations for the Royal Garden Party. Two pairs of tickets are issued 
per county, and by convention these have been distributed to one small council and one large council 
each year. The Board approved the recommendation from the CEO of pairs of tickets being given to the 
Chairmen of Heathfield and Waldron Parish Council and Iford Parish Meeting. 
 
 

12. Reports from representatives on outside bodies. 

None for this meeting. 

 

13. Reports by District Associations: 

(a) Lewes – Cllr Murray reported that meetings are getting better attended, and that Highways 
attended from ESCC came to present at the last meeting. 

 

(b) Rother –Cllr Cook shared a report from RALC with members of the Board. 

 

(c) Wealden – Cllr Stevens shared the report from Wealden ALC with the Board. 

 

14. Any other urgent matters to be raised by members of the Board. 

Trevor Leggo shared copies of ESCC Budget Proposals with the Board.  

In addition the CEO informed members that there are 29 Parish Meetings within SSALC and there is 
misunderstanding on what they can and cannot do. Parish Meetings have been invited to a briefing at 
Sackville House on 22nd February.  

 

 

 

Action: 
Supt. Padwick to send Liz the link to documentary on teenage drug carriers, to share with the 
Board.  
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15. Next Meeting Dates  

Next meeting date is Tuesday 17th April at the Uckfield Civic Centre at 10.00 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Signed (Chairman) _______________________________   Date ______________________ 
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Appendix 1:  
SUSSEX ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS BOARD MEETING  
16 JANUARY 2018  
EAST SUSSEX LEAD LOCAL FLOOD AUTHORITY UPDATE  

 
Introduction  
This paper updates SALC Board members on the activities of East Sussex County Council as Lead Local Flood 
Authority (LLFA) since the adoption of its Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 2016 – 2026 (LFRMS) in 
October 2016. 
 
Local Flood Risk Management Strategy  
The review of the then current LFRMS took place over 2015/16 and was approved by ESCC cabinet in 
September 2016.  
The LFRMS 2016-2026 sets out the Council’s framework and priorities for managing flood risk in East 
Sussex. It defines the Council’s LLFA role, conveys flood risk information to residents, and outlines the 
Council’s standing advice to planning authorities and developers for sustainable drainage systems. Key 
changes to its predecessor include:  a far greater emphasis on guidance for developers and planners and 
the use of drainage risk classifications for the county; and more detailed advice on riparian ownership 
which builds upon our experience of being responsible for consenting and enforcement matters on 
ordinary watercourses. 
The Strategy is supported by a number of studies and documents including an assessment of flood risk 
across the county and a delivery plan. All of which can be accessed on the County Council’s website here. 
In the review of the Strategy a more sophisticated approach to risk assessment was undertaken. It 
recognised that localised flooding is influenced by a number of factors and cannot be considered in 
isolation from other flood sources such as main river and tidal flooding (risks which the EA is responsible for 
managing). A map showing the distribution of risk in the County is at annex 1 of this note. However, it will 
come as no surprise that the greatest risk is found with the greater concentrations of population and 
assets.  
This review also contributed to the update of the Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment (PFRA) which the 
County Council is required to undertake every six years. A report to the County Council’s Lead Member for 
Transport and Environment on the PFRA update in June 2017 can be found here. The key finding was that 
due to revised criteria set by the Environment Agency both Eastbourne and Hastings were now considered 
be at a nationally significant surface water flood risk. This did not reflect a change in the risk merely a 
change in the way it was presented. 
 
Delivery Plan  
A revised Delivery Plan for the Strategy (covering the 17/18 financial year) was also considered and agreed 
at the June 2017 meeting of Lead Member and a copy of the Delivery Plan can be found here.  
Aspects of the delivery plan of note to the SALC Board include: 

• Planning – The County Council (as Lead Local Flood Authority) became a statutory consultee to the 

Planning system in April 2015. This area of work is the most significant for us both in terms of our 

ability to minimise risk at the outset and in terms of the case load. Since April 2017 we have 

received 238 consultations on planning applications, 46 consultations on discharge of conditions 

and 44 requests for pre application advice. This averages at some 36 cases a month, and given that 

the technical staff resource to cope with this equates to 1.4 full time equivalents this is a 

challenging workload. 

We also comment on Neighbourhood Plans and Local Plans to ensure the policy framework 
recognises localised flooding issues.  

• We have responded to over 70 enquiries about local flooding since April last year. This is relatively 

high number given the limited rainfall we have had over the year (Southern Water having issued a 

drought notice this month). And processed 17 applications for ordinary watercourse consent. 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/flooding/localfloodriskmanagementstrategy/
https://democracy.eastsussex.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?Id=495
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/8759/flood-risk-strategy-2017-18-delivery-plan.pdf
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• Hastings – We have secured government funding for a major assessment of surface water flooding 

risk in Hastings town centre and St Leonards Warrior Square. This will provide greater detail and 

understanding of flood risk issues, their causes and potential solutions.  

• Forest Row In 2017 we secured funding to undertake a study in Forest Row (south of the Medway) 

to determine what low cost land management measures could be used to manage volumes and 

velocities of surface water. We expect a draft report in March 2018 

• Seaford – ESCC, Lewes District Council and Southern water are working with Seaford Town Council 

to set up a formalised flood action group, it is anticipated that a public event will be held in March 

this year. 

• Lewes – the last phase 1 Surface Water Management Plan for the key fourteen hotspots in East 

Sussex identified in the first LFRMS was completed in 2017. Covering the town of Lewes, this SWMP 

updated earlier work published ten years ago accommodating mitigating works undertaken since 

then and identifying new risks that have arisen in the meantime. 

• Southern Wealden Groundwater study –In partnership with Wealden District Council we are 

undertaking a two year ground water study in southern Wealden in and around Hailsham and 

Polegate to develop a groundwater flooding model for the area which will assist both LLFA in 

commenting on planning applications and the Local Planning Authority in its determination of 

applications and the formulation of local plan policy. We anticipate the submission of draft report 

in March 2020. 

 
Nick Claxton  

Team Manager – Flood risk Management  
East Sussex County Council  

Nick.claxcton@eastsussex.gov.uu 
02173 481407 

 
Annex 1 Assessment of Risk taken from the East Sussex Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 2016 – 2026.  

 

 

mailto:Nick.claxcton@eastsussex.gov.uu
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Appendix 2: A27 Lewes – Polegate, Notes of Stakeholder Group Meeting, Eastbourne, 12th Jan 
2018 

 

 


