
Page 1 of 5 

 

 
 

EAST SUSSEX ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS LIMITED 
 
Minutes from the Board Meeting of East Sussex Association of 

Local Councils Limited held at Uckfield Civic Centre 
Tuesday 12 January 2016 

 
Directors Present: Mr K Stevens Chairman & Wealden District Ass. 
 Mr R Jessop Vice Chairman & Rother District Ass. 
 Mr D McBeth Lewes District Association 
 Ms J Harrison-Hicks Lewes District Association 
 Mr J Denis Lewes District Association 
 Mrs A Cook Rother District Association 
 Ms K Moss Wealden District Association 
  Wealden District Association 
 
Officials Present: Lord Ampthill President 
 Dr A MacGillivray Vice President 
 Mrs M Shepherd Vice President 
 Mr T Leggo CEO 
 Mrs J Simes Finance and Office Manager 
 
Also in Attendance: Mr R Tratt Warbleton Parish Council  
 Mr J Stobart Road Safety/ASD Co-ordinator, 

Operation Crackdown   
 
A Presentation was given by Jim Stobart, Road Safety/ASD Co-ordinator, Operation 
Crackdown on the current operation. He explained that they deal with reports from 
abandoned vehicles to murder. There are approximately 400-500 abandoned vehicles per 
month, 90% are able to be returned to their owners. 
 
There is a simple but comprehensive on line reporting tool where any known information 
can be entered. Anti-social driving is also covered e.g. where the driver is on a mobile 
phone, driving on the wrong side of the road or the pavement, overtaking on double white 
lines or driving too fast. A telephone report line is also available. With the technology that 
is now available videos can be sent in as evidence too. Where a problem can be 
categorically identified with a vehicle warning letters are sent, vehicles can be seized and 
prosecution can be made. Cases are stored for one year which will lead to perpetual 
offenders being pursued more vigorously. Rather than dialling 191 a report can be filled in 
with any details. 
 
The website www.sussexsaferroads.gov.uk has a map showing where incidents have 
happened, it can be viewed down to street level and any action can be viewed as well. 
 
Cllr Don McBeth reported that the website www.mycarcheck.com/ can be used to identify 
a vehicles details from the registration number. 
 
1. Apologies for absence – Apologies for absence were reported from Mr M Garner, Mr 

M Mulberry & Lord Ampthill. 
 

http://www.sussexsaferroads.gov.uk/
http://www.mycarcheck.com/
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2. To approve the minutes of meeting held on 29 September 2016 (previously 
circulated) – The minutes were approved and signed. 

 
3. Matters Arising (not on this Agenda) – There were no other matters. 
 
4. NALC Matters – The Chairman reported on the last NALC Council meeting which was 

mostly taken up by elections to committees. The Chairman then highlighted that NALC 
was holding an LGA larger town and parish council leadership programme on 27/28 
January 2016 and bookings had been low, it is to be held in Roffey Park, Horsham. 
Jacqui will send out the email with details (sent out 13/1/16) 

 
 The CEO reported that Civil Servants would be visiting Forest Row Parish Council, 

Seaford Town Council and Southwater Parish Council the first week in February, to 
become more familiar with the role of town and parish councils. 

 
5. 3SC Devolution – The CEO reminded the Board of the 3SC bid content and 

described the Northern Powerhouse already in place. A letter has been sent signed by 
the three Chairmen supporting the 3SC Bid on behalf of all town and parish councils in 
the three counties concerned.    

 
 An event is being organised for 11th March to be supported by the Three County 

Councils 26 District/Borough Councils, the SDNPA and SSALC. The programme will 
include someone from Cornwall to cover “what it looks like in Cornwall”. The District 
Councillors will take out the delegates from their district and cover “this is what it will 
look like in our District”. Full details and booking information will be released shortly 
although an initial reaction has been good. 

 
 The Chairman advised that the 3SC also includes Health, the NHS monies spent in 

the three Counties would be recorded and the 3SC would govern the use of it. It is 
important that all parishes understand all of the implications. 

 
 Dr Alex MacGillivray reported that Mid Sussex, Lewes and Adur were supporting it 

they felt that joining larger Districts would bring advantages for them. 
 
 Cllr Don McBeth asked what additional Powers would come from this. The CEO 

replied that a meeting is due to be held in January to discuss how it would function 
based on improving wellbeing, health, affordable housing etc. 

 
6. BT Fibre Broadband – The CEO referred to the letter circulated with the Agenda, The 

implementation of fibre broadband has left some “not spots” which are proving difficult 
to cover and BT are looking for local help as to how this can be resolved. The CEO 
has asked for a map showing these areas to enable the size of the areas affected to 
be identified.  

 
 Cllr Johnny Denis reported that he had tried contacting BT but after having to provide 

the names and addresses of those affected he was quoted thousands of pounds for 
the provision of fibre broadband to the area. The Chairman suggested contacting the 
person who wrote the letter, Johnny will check the name of the person he had been 
speaking to. 

 
 Cllr Don McBeth reported that it had been identified that fibre optic boxes would 

resolve the issue in Ditchling, 1 area had been identified but it has to be close to the 
service into Ditchling causing location problems. 

 
 The CEO advised that electronic circulation of Planning Applications had been delayed 

in some areas because it was impossible to download the documents. Cllr Kay Moss 
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and the Chairman agreed that it had been working in Wealden for some time and was 
working well.  

 
 Cllr Richard Jessop reported that it was impossible to raise the speed around Battle, 

he and the Chairman are attending a meeting he will circulate the feedback to the 
Board via Jacqui. 

 
 The Chairman reported that the initial role out had gone very well and quickly, they are 

still ahead of the deadline and now working to resolve the areas left. 
 
7. Clean for the Queen – The CEO reported that the Surrey Lord Lieutenant had 

received the circulated letter and was keen to promote it, he understands that it has 
been sent to all Lord Lieutenants. Mrs Marion Shepherd DL will contact the East 
Sussex Lord Lieutenant’s office to check if one had been received there. The CEO 
explained that although the letter identifies litter pick it is for any improvement including 
eyesores. If the Lord Lieutenants’ would like this advertised and encouraged by 
SSALC then SSALC would be happy to do this.  

 
8. Transparency Code – The CEO advised that £5,000 had been paid in claims so far, 

around 40% of those identified from their precepts as possible claimants have said 
that they will not be claiming. Cllr Johnny Denis asked if we knew why this was. Jacqui 
replied that most had income other than the precept which took them over the £25K 
turnover others were already compliant and although they could claim for up to 3 hours 
per month to remain compliant they were not going to claim. Cllr Don McBeth 
explained that following the meeting in October he had sent out a reminder. Jacqui 
thanked Don and confirmed that a few more claims had been received due to that 
reminder. 

 
9. East Sussex Flood Network – The Chairman is due to arrange a follow up meeting 

but waiting for the Environment Agency to publicise a map showing identified flood 
areas, which is due out the end of January. Cllr Alex MacGillivray advised that with the 
recent flooding there will probably be some additions/changes. Cllr Ann Cook reported 
that she had not found the website at all useful. The Chairman reported that they 
expect any updates that need to be notified to them would be made by the parishes. 
The map can then be updated following the publication. The Chairman will circulate 
the map once it is available. Cllr Richard Jessop said that it would be useful to identify 
whether flooding is in settlements or new development, as it would appear that 
settlements are flooding. 

 
10. Community Warden – The CEO reported that some parishes are confusing this with 

the reduction in PCSO numbers. However it is to give parishes versatility. A warden 
could be used to test and update a parish resilience plan focussing on emergency and 
resilience planning. The Chairman confirmed that SSALCs involvement is to offer a 
test warden scheme with financial assistance from the PCC. The CEO explained 
which clusters of parishes are interested and why. The clusters were produced by the 
parishes themselves, with some help from the CEO where required. 

 
11. Transport Links 
 (a) Uckfield to Lewes Rail Line – The Chairman explained that Rail Future would be 

presenting to the SSALC Board on 26 January and he would report back to the next 
meeting. 

 
 Dr Alex MacGillivray explained that although they are a pressure group they are of a 

reasonable nature and may steer the Board where to go for future reference. 
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 (b) A27 Matters – The CEO referred the Board to the previous minutes and read out a 
section of the A27 meetings minutes. This confirmed that they would not welcome 
Parish Council representation at the meetings but Rupert Club & Maria Caulfield MP 
would arrange a meeting with the parishes to update them. 

  
 The Chairman advised that the County Councillor, at their Parish Council meeting, 

said that the County Council Highways Department had appointed new contractors. 
This would mean that to report a pot hole you would deal with the contractor direct. 
Then the Parish Councils would be expected to check if the work had been done, and 
done to a correct standard. The Chairman said that this should not be put onto clerks 
but an announcement is awaited. 

 
12. Reports from representatives on outside bodies – Cllr Richard Jessop reported 

that he had attended the NALC AGM, where the Chairmanship was not of an expected 
standard. A Local Council Award Panel in Kent where 4 applications had been 
received and the Chief Constables meeting. Jacqui confirmed that the minutes had not 
been received yet. The CEO advised that the Chief Constable wished to review them 
before them were circulated and he asked Jacqui to follow this up. 

 
 The Chairman attended a meeting at ESCC on the cuts and what is under 

consideration. There is the added 2% that can be increased for social care (on top of 
the capped 2%) but the Governments expectation, if this increase was made, is not 
known. The CEO will be writing to member councils to ask what services each council 
expects to deliver that are no longer provided by the County Council. 

 
 Cllr Johnny Denis reported that the meeting at the Keep with ESCC for new councillors 

was very informative and useful. 
 
13. Reports by District Associations: 
 (a) Lewes – Cllr Don McBeth reported that at their last meeting a discussion took 

place on what the expectation of the DA was of those attending and how attendance 
can be increased. As a result they are trying an afternoon meeting with a new style 
Agenda. 

 
 (b) Rother – Richard Jessop reported that the minutes from the October meeting had 

been circulated the day before, however a typing error was made on the date on the 
minutes it should read October and not July. 

 
 (c) Wealden – The draft minutes from 14 October 2015 were circulated with the 

Agenda. 
 
13. Any other urgent matters to be raised by members of the Board – Cllr Ann Cook 

asked the Board if they had seen the consultation in response to the National Planning 
Policy of Affordable Housing. Some were aware some were not. The CEO read out the 
2 questions within the consultation. It was agreed that it would take some thought to 
produce a response which was due at the end of January. 

 
 2016 Invitations to Buckingham Palace Garden Party – The nominations for this 

year were agreed as: 
 Larger Council – Richard Jessop, Battle Town Council  
 Smaller Council – Mike Garner, Arlington Parish Council  
 
14. Next Meeting Dates – 12 April 2016; 26 July 2016 & 19 October 2016. To be held at 

the Uckfield Civic Centre. 
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 ……………………………………… Signed by the Chairman ………………. Date 


