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SUSSEX ASSOCIATIONS OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 

Minutes for a Meeting of East Sussex Association of Local 
Councils Executive Committee held at Sackville House, 

Lewes on Thursday 11 April 2013 
 

Present: Mr K Stevens Chairman & Wealden DA 
 Dr A MacGillivray Vice President 
 Mr B Peters MBE Vice President 
 Mr D McBeth Vice Chairman & Lewes District Association 
 Mrs R Jeffery Lewes District Association 
 Ms J Harrison-Hicks ditto 
 Mrs M Varrall Rother District Association 
 Mrs A Cook ditto 
 Mr R Jessop ditto 
 Mr R Harrington-Lowe ditto 
 Mr R Street Wealden District Association 
 Miss L Francis ditto 
 Mrs B Molog ditto 
 Mr J Molesworth-Edwards ditto 
 Mr T Leggo Director 
 Miss I Swan Member Support Officer 
 Miss C Staden Administrative Apprentice 
 Mr S Waight Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner 
   
1. Apologies for absence - Apologies for absence were reported from The Earl of 

Lytton, Mr M Mulberry, Ms C Terry, Mr D Thomas, Ms K Moss, Mrs B Molog & Mr 
R Tratt. 

 

2. Minutes – The Minutes of the meeting held on 8th January 2013 were approved 
and signed. 

 

3. Matters Arising –  
 There were no matters arising.  
   
4. Police & Crime Commissioner Update –  
 (a) The Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner, Steve Waight gave the PCC’s 
 apologies and a brief update on the PCC’s first 100 days in office. The Police and 
 Crime Plan can be found here - http://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/police-crime-plan/  
 (b) Gypsies and Travellers – Mr Waight informed the Committee of the PCC’s 
 focus on legislation already in place in regard to moving gypsies and travellers 
 on to transit sites. 
 The Committee put the following questions to the Mr Waight –  
 Cllr B Peters – When will Special Police Constables be in place? 
 Response – 120 are currently being trained ready to be deployed. They are 
 currently trying to find a way of spreading out the training across Sussex rather 
 than in one place. 
 Cllr D McBeth – Travellers recently broke on to land in Ditchling and s62 did not 
 work. 
 Response – They are aware that s62 has not worked in some cases and this is 
 why the PCC’s focus is on setting out current legislation so it can be used 
 effectively.  
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 Cllr R Street – The PCC is looking to reduce the crime target, does this mean 
 only high crime areas will be focused on? As some of the more rural areas are 
 suffer issues such as traffic accidents. 
 Response – There are two types of policing Neighbourhood Policing & Specialist 
 Crime. Sussex is currently a low crime area, you will find information in the Police 
 and Crime Plan. The PCC is in support of the Speedwatch Scheme.  
 The Chairman suggested Operation Crackdown which is currently being used in 
 Wartling. 
 Cllr D McBeth – How do you go about enforcing a 60mph limit when the road is 
 too dangerous for a police officer carry out a speed check? 
 Response – They would suggest a fixed camera. 
 Dr A MacGillivray – Have you conducted an exercise where you received 
 feedback from members of the public? Can information be published widely? 
 Response – The PCC office has a highly used website which it uses to conduct 
 polls and get information out to members of the public. The PCC will also attend 
 council and community meetings as and when invited. 
 The Director highlighted that the PCC uses her Twitter account to publicise her 
 attendance at meetings and events. 
 Cllr R Street – Have you researched what communities need?  
 Response – Yes, communities want to see more police out on the beat which is 
 being achieved by ensuring that officers are more equipped to carryout their work 
 i.e. lap tops. They want to see a crackdown on antisocial behaviour & motoring.  
 Public are being urged to report crime and not expect police to already be aware.  
 

 The Committee thanked Mr Waight for his updates. 
 

5. SALC Finances –  
 (a) End of Year Report – The Committee received the year end 2012/13 report. 

The Director reminded the Committee that, as stated in the Treasurer’s report, 
the Treasurer welcomes any questions that Committee members have using his 
contact details provided in his report which was previously circulated.  

 (b) Banking Relationship with National Westminster Bank PLC (NatWest) – 
Cllr R Jessop proposed that a banking relationship be maintained with National 
Westminster Bank PLC in accordance with this mandate, previously circulated. 
Cllr L Francis seconded and the Committee unanimously agreed. 

 (c) Other financial issues – None. 
 

6.  NALC Matters –  
 (a) Report from NALC Council meeting held on 26 March 2013 – The 

Chairman highlighted items in the notes from John Findley, NALC Chief 
Executive from the meeting, previously circulated.  

 The New Chairman of NALC is turning every stone & addressing issues.  
 (b) Larger Councils & NALC Subscription – The Director advised the 

Committee of concern by some Larger Local Councils over the level of 
subscriptions & support from NALC. The Director wrote to NALC’s Larger 
Councils Committee suggesting consideration is given to a subscription capping 
arrangement; this letter was not discussed at the Larger Councils Committee. 

 Some Larger Councils have indicated that without more support from NALC for 
their size of Council they will not subscribe, The Director informed the Committee 
that SSALC stands to lose £1600 for every Larger Council that cancels its 
membership. Burgess Hill Town Council have already agreed not to renew, the 
Director read out Burgess Hill Town Council’s letter and John Findlay’s reply.  

 SSALC will be holding a meeting of Chairmen & Clerks from Larger Councils on 
30th April at Plumpton Village Hall with the Chairman & Vice Chairmen of NALC 
to discuss improvements NALC intend to make. 
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 The Committee discussed and agreed that any changes and solutions need to be 
in place fast so that SSALC does not lose members. The Chairmen of SSALC 
have been summoned to a meeting with the NALC Chairman to discuss these 
concerns; a report from this meeting will be taken to JLC on 24th April 2013. 

 It was noted that some local councils are content with their NALC subscription. 
 The Director advised that no Larger Councils were contacted individually 

regarding their NALC subscriptions and that all 41 Larger Councils in SSALC 
have been included in discussions following 3 of SSALC’s Larger Council 
members approaching us with these issues.  

 (c) Other NALC Issues – None. 
 

7.  Training – The Director updated the Committee on training numbers and events 
both held and arranged. The Chairmens’ Networking Day on 12th June at 
Felbridge Hotel & Spa, East Grinstead should have high attendance due to Nick 
Boles, Minister of Planning attending as key note speaker. 

 

8.  Neighbourhood Planning & CIL – The Director reported on the 2 events held in 
Sussex where councils in attendance received presentations from CLG, District 
Councils & live examples from Local Councils. 

 The Committee requested that the Director receives clarity on whether a 
Neighbourhood Plan can be ratified without a completed Core Strategy. 

 The Director advised the Committee that CIL almost replaces s106 and if a 
council has a neighbourhood plan it will receive 25% of CIL. Please see the 
attached presentation for further details.  

 

9. SALC Representatives Meeting with the Chief Constable – The Committee 
noted the next meeting is to be held on Wednesday 8th May 2013. 

 

10. Annual Briefing for the High Sheriff & Deputy Lieutenants – The Director 
reminded the Committee that AirS & SALC try to hold a briefing event for High 
Sheriffs and DLs each year to notify them of who we are and what we do. The 
Committee discussed and agreed to invite the High Sheriff to the ESALC AGM 
on 17th May 2013 at Hellingly. 

 

11.  Proposed Creation of Town & Parish Councils – The Director informed the 
Committee that Bexhill will not be continuing to become a Town Council. Rules 
on creating Parish & Town Councils have been relaxed slightly which may cause 
more interest across Sussex & Surrey. 

 

12. East Sussex Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 2013-2016 (Draft), 
including Flood Management – Dr Alex MacGillivray reported on the meeting 
held at Sussex House on 11 February 2013 and the Committee agreed the 
proposals which were set out in the written report as previously circulated.   

 

13. Sustainable Communities Act –  
a) Response from Suffolk ALC for information – Noted. 
b) Report from Dr Alex MacGillivray – The Committee received the report from 
Dr Alex MacGillivray as previously circulated. 

 

14. Reports from representatives on outside bodies – None.  
 

15. Reports by District Associations 
 [a] Lewes – Meeting in the following week.  
 [b] Rother – Circulated Gypsies and Travellers site research, see attached.     
 [c] Wealden – Minutes of the meeting held on 16th January previously circulated.  
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16. Any other urgent matters to be raised by members of the Committee –  
 The Committee noted the unexpected death of Peter Lacey, NALC’s Audit & 

Accounts Advisor and acknowledge his success & support given to Local 
Councils & County Associations across the Country. 

 Dr A MacGillivray advised the Committee that Stan French a former Uckfield 
Town Councillor and ESALC Committee member has also passed away. The 
SSALC officers were instructed by the Committee to put an acknowledgement in 
the next bulletin. 

 

17. The Committee noted ESALC Executive Committee and Board of Directors 
meetings of 2013 – 

 

17th May 2013 – AGM & Board of Directors 1st Meeting, Herstmonceux 
9th July 2013 – Heathfield and Waldron Parish Council Offices 
10th October – Sussex Exchange at St Leonards. 
 

 

 

…………………………………………… Signed by the Chairman ………………. Date 

 


