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East Sussex Association of Local Councils Limited 
Minutes of the Board Meeting at Sackville House, Brooks Close, Lewes 

Tuesday 10 July 2018 at 1000 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Directors Present Susan Murray (Chair) Lewes District Association 

 Penny Lower Lewes District Association 

 Mike Garner Wealden District Association 

   

Presidents and Vice 
Presidents Present 

Lord Ampthill President 

 Dr A MacGillivray Vice President 

 Marion Shepherd DL Vice President 

 David Young Vice President 

   

 Mr T Leggo CEO SSALC 

 Mr P Richards Member Support Officer SSALC 

   

Also in attendance Cllr R Tratt Warbleton Parish Council 

 Cllr A Wedmore Brightling Parish Council 

 Cllr A Hoad Ashburnham Parish Council 

   

 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and accepted from Keith Stevens, Kay Moss, Mark Mulberry & Don McBeth. 

 

2. To approve the minutes of meeting held on 17 April 2018. 

 The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair. 

 

3. Matter Arising (not on the agenda) 

None. 

 

4. Police Matters 
T. Superintendent Emma Brice had given her late apologies due to an ongoing operational matter. 

 

5. NALC Matter 
In the absence of Keith Stevens, Trevor Leggo updated the Board on NALC’s ongoing 5-year strategy 
review. The CEO outlined the differing services provided by NALC as compared to ALCs suggesting that 
SSALC provided more tailored services to local parish and town councils including planning and HR 
advice. He advised that the NALC review will assess all services provided by them. 
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6. Rural Broadband. 
Cllr Andrew Wedmore presented the current issues with ESCC’s High Speed Broadband project. He 
advised that project completion dates had changed and, more importantly, that the suggested 
broadband speeds had been reduced from a Gigabit (1,000 Mbps) to Superfast (between 24 and 80 
Mbps) as detailed in the original 2017 plan. He argued that ESCC should be looking beyond Superfast 
and should be encouraging high tech local businesses with much higher broadband speeds. Cllr 
Wedmore asked for support from the Board to improve dialogue with the ESCC team to ensure local 
needs were addressed. 
 
Trevor Leggo updated the Board on recent discussions with ESCC and advised that he has invited ESCC 
Cllr Bill Bentley (Cabinet Member for Communities) to the next Board AGM in October 2018. He 
suggested that this was a good opportunity for the ESCC Broadband team to attend and update 
Members on progress. 
 
The Chair recommended that the Board establish a working group led by David Young, given his 
background and expertise in this subject. She suggested that District Association representatives and 
the ESCC team be invited to better improve local communication and dialogue. 
 
The Chair thanked Cllrs Hoad and Wedmore for their presentation. 
 

 
 
7. ESCC Flood Strategy & Management Plan  

Dr Alex MacGillivray informed the Board that no further actions had been recorded since the last 
meeting bur drew attention to the many initiatives that were underway. However, he did advise that 
there was a worrying lack of cohesion between these initiatives. 
 
The Chair thanked Dr MacGillivray for his update. 

 

8. A27 Update 
Trevor Leggo advised the Board that he had attended a stakeholder’s meeting on 3 May 2018 organised 
by Highways England which provided a confidential update on the current position. The CEO has set-up 
a meeting of parish councils that are impacted by the proposals for 13 July 2018 to review them but 
advised that Highways England were unable to attend. Penny Lower suggested that other parish 
councils may be impacted by the recent proposals. Trevor Leggo agreed to invite additional parish 
councils as necessary. 
 
 

9. Better Rail Service and Connections in East Sussex 
Trevor Leggo advised the Board that a meeting with Maria Caulfield (MP for Lewes) is planned in mid-
August. Lord Ampthill suggested attendance at Amber Rudd’s (MP for Hastings) rail summit on Friday 
14 September 2018 where this matter could be raised. The Chair asked that he forward details. 
 
 

10. Community Transport 
Trevor Leggo reminded the Board of the decline in rural public transport schemes due to the removal of 
subsidies. Parish councils have the power to run community transport schemes and many do so. He 
reported that no outcome to the recent consultation had been received to date and suggested that this 
topic remain on future agendas until so advised. 

Action: Trevor Leggo to set up a meeting with the ESCC Broadband team, chaired by David Young, 
and to invite District Association representatives to attend. 
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Action: Trevor Leggo to ask the SALC Planning Advisor on what impact the of a lack of a three-year or 
five-year land supply plan has on Neighbourhood Plans. 

 

11. ESLAC Autumn Conference 
The CEO reported that invitations will be sent to the 102 parish councils in East Sussex for the ESALC 
Autumn Conference to be held on 11 October 2018. Parishes will also be requested to advise on any 
topics that they might wish to be discussed. 
 
 

12. To nominate three voting delegates for the NALC AGM on Tuesday 31st October  
Mike Garner proposed that the existing three delegates be re-elected. It was therefore agreed that 
Keith Stevens,  Susan Murray and Trevor Leggo be elected. 
 
 

13. Reports from representatives on outside bodies. 
None for this meeting. 

 

14. Reports by District Associations: 

(a) Lewes – Cllr Murray advised that she had been elected as Chair for Lewes District Council. She also 
reported transportation issues with the forthcoming Lewes Bonfire activities. 

(b) Rother – no update as the next meeting will be held on 11th July 2018. 

(c) Wealden – no update as the next meeting will be held on 11th July 2018. 

 

15. Any other urgent matters to be raised by members of the Board. 

 Dr MacGillivray addressed the lack of a three-year or five-year land supply plan in the Lewes 
District area and the impact this may have on local Neighbourhood Plans. The relevant 
information should have been circulated to the Lewes District Association. The CEO advised 
that local Neighbourhood Plans only have a ‘shelf life’ of two years but agreed to raise this 
matter with the SALC Planning Advisor. The Chair asked that a link to the relevant paper be 
included in the minutes.  
 
https://www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/_resources/assets/inline/full/0/269530.pdf 
 
 
 

 

 The CEO updated the Board on the recent Harvey vs Ledbury Town Council High Court 
judgement which now has a significant impact on town and parish council code of conduct and 
grievance procedures.  The judgement is being contested by NALC and SLCC. The impact of the 
decision now requires town and parish councils to refer any officer or staff grievance relating to 
councillors to the relevant principal authority Monitoring Officer and their Standards 
Committee. Such issues are now unable to be dealt with by any local grievance procedure. SALC 
advice will be that any such grievances should be addressed to the town or parish council, as 
they are the employers of the officers and staff, and not to any individual councillor. 

 The Councillor’s Commission was referred to by the CEO. East Sussex and Kent town and parish 
councils have been invited to the next meeting to be held in Battle on 6 September 2018. Only 
three responses have been received and the CEO asked that Board Members circulate this 
invitation to their colleagues. 

 The CEO advised that the next Chair’s Networking Day will be held at the Amex Stadium on 12 
July 2018. Over 100 delegates have registered. 

https://www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/_resources/assets/inline/full/0/269530.pdf
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 An update on Community Wardens was provided by the CEO. He reminded Members that part-
funding for Community Funding is in place for two years. Forest Row and Crowborough have 
now employed Wardens and there appears to be demand amongst several North Weald 
parishes. A meeting with these parishes has been held and a needs analysis will be undertaken. 
The objective will be to create a group requirement report by the end of August 2018. 

 

Next Meeting Dates  

Next meeting date is Thursday 25th October 2018 at 10.00 at the Uckfield Civic Centre 

 

 

Signed (Chair) _____________________________ Date ________________________ 
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Appendix 1: Rural Broadband – presentation from Cllrs Wedmore (Brightling) and Hoad (Ashburnham) 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


