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SUSSEX ASSOCIATIONS OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 

Minutes for a Meeting of East Sussex Association of Local 
Councils Executive Committee held at Crowborough 

Community Centre on Tuesday 8th January 2013 
 

Present: Mr K Stevens Chairman & Wealden DA 
 Dr A MacGillivray Vice President 
 Mr B Peters MBE Vice President 
 Mr D McBeth Vice Chairman & Lewes District Association 
 Ms A Dean Lewes District Association 
 Mrs M Varrall Rother District Association 
 Mrs A Cook ditto 
 Mr R Jessop ditto 
 Mr R Harrington-Lowe ditto 
 Mr D Thomas Wealden District Association 
 Mrs K Moss ditto 
 Mr R Street ditto 
 Miss L Francis ditto 
 Mrs B Molog ditto 
 Mr R Tratt ditto 
 Mr J Molesworth-Edwards ditto 
 Mr M Mulberry Treasurer 
 Mr T Leggo Director 
 Miss I Swan Member Support Officer 
 Miss C Staden Administrative Apprentice 
 Ms G Baumann Home Works 
   
 

1. Apologies for absence - Apologies for absence were reported from The Earl of 
Lytton, Mrs R Jeffery and Ms J Harrison-Hicks. 

 

2. Minutes – The Minutes of the meeting held on 17th October 2012 were approved 
and signed. 

 

3. Matters Arising –  
 The Director reported on the following minute items from 17th October 2012 –  
 Item 3 – The Director has been advised that the Vice President will received the 

answer to his query direct. 
 Item 8 – A petition has been set up in Bexhill to collect the required 10,000 

signatures to create the Parish Council. 
 Item 9 – The notes have been circulated. 
   
4. Home Works –  
 The Committee received Home Works information leaflets and an oral update 
 from Gina Baumann on the progress of their service. Details of how to contact 
 Home Works have been publicised in public places across East Sussex and can 
 be access through www.southdownhousing.org. 
 The Committee discussed the opportunity for Local Councils to set up food banks 
 in their area. Gina confirmed that they would be happy to attend meetings to 
 speak to local communities. 
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5.  SALC Finances –  
 (a) SALC Half Year Audit – The Vice Chairman reported on the audit of the 

SALC finances carried out on 29th October 2012 and the Committee noted that 
there had been no discrepancies. 

 (b) Group VAT Arrangements with AirS – The Director updated the Committee 
on progress made since the last meeting. Hedleys Solicitors LLP will be 
presenting the draft Articles of Association to the Joint Liaison Committee on 
Monday 21st January 2013.  

 [c] Other financial issues – The Director reported on discussions surrounding 
the Service Level Agreement set up between Action in Rural Sussex (AirS) & 
SALC. The Chairmen of the Associations will meet on Friday 18th January to 
negotiate terms concerning SSALC’s occupancy of Sussex House with Jeremy 
Leggett, AirS Chief Executive. 

 The Treasurer advised the Committee that each year on behalf of the 
Associations, he reviews the costs closely by comparing commercial rents in the 
vicinity to ensure that we are receiving value for money. 

 

6.  Local Council Finances – 
 (a) Local Government Financial Settlement – The Director reported on the 

recent decision from Government for parish precepts not to be capped in the 
forthcoming year.  

 (b) Council Tax Benefits – The Director informed the Committee of the 
arrangements for the grant given to District Councils to exercise discretion in 
supporting Local Councils. The Committee discussed whether District Councils 
will share this fairly and whether Local Councils need to set their precept 
anticipating the reduction of this grant in future years.  

 

7. NALC Matters –  
 [a] Report from NALC AGM held on 31st October 2012 and NALC Council 

meeting held on 11 December 2012 – The Committee was previously circulated 
John Findlay OBE, NALC Chief Executive’s summary of NALC Council 11 
December 2012. The Chairman gave a brief summary.   

 [b] Larger Councils on NALC Subscription – The Committee was previously 
circulated a paper from the Director. The Director advised that the Larger Local 
Councils Committee will meet on 15th January 2013 to discuss their fee structure; 
Cllr Molog proposed that SALC send a letter to NALC copying in the NALC 
Finance Committee expressing our concerns as shown in the Director’s 
circulated paper. Cllr Moss seconded and the Committee unanimously agreed.    

 [c] Other NALC Issues – The Local Government Association (LGA) and NALC 
have arranged to hold a joint conference on 30th January 2013 in London. This 
conference will focus on devolved services. The Director and Chairmen of SALC 
are attending. Details of how to book on can be found on the NALC website 
should any other Committee members wish to attend. 

 

8. Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner –  
 (a) The Committee noted the minutes of the meeting held on 12th December 

2012. 
 (b) Gypsies and Travellers – The Chairman informed the Committee that the 

PCC would like to be made aware of any areas of land regularly troubled by 
gypsies and travellers. The PCC intends to find land/plots to work with 
communities to identify potential transit sites. SALC will carryout a survey with all 
members to gather this information to be passed on to the PCC office. The 
Chairman advised that Councils can help local land owners by taking pictures of 
padlocks on gates with councillors standing next to them and keeping those 
pictures on file; if the land is broken on to, police have advised that submitting the 
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picture showing the land was secured may be taken as formal evidence of 
possible criminal damage.  

 

9. Buckingham Palace Garden Party – The Director reminded the Committee that 
SALC is given the opportunity to nominate Chairmen to attend this event. The 
Committee agreed for SALC to make arrangements to nominate the following, 
please note that those not nominated this year will be put forward for 2014 -   

 Cllr Charles Critchley of Danehill Parish Council 
 Cllr Manon Goodall of Ticehurst Parish Council 
 Cllr Pat Clark of Heathfield and Waldron Parish Council 
 

10. SALC Governance Revised Arrangements – This item was covered under item 
5b.  

 

11. Training – The Committee noted the previously circulated Three Counties 
Training events for 2013. All booking forms are on the Training and Updates 
page of our website. 

 The Director urged District Associations to push for attendance at our events.  
 

12. East Sussex Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 2013-2016 (Draft), 
including Flood Management – Cllr Dr MacGillivray reported on the previously 
circulated documents. The Committee discussed and agreed to hold a meeting at 
Sussex House to formulate their response to the consultation, date to be 
arranged. The Committee members to attend will be – The Chairman, Dr 
MacGillivray, Cllr Peters MBE, Cllr Dean and Cllr Jessop, two County Council 
representatives will also be invited. 

 

13.  Reports from representatives on outside bodies - None. 
 

14. Reports by District Associations 
 (a) Lewes – Minutes of their last meeting attached.  
 (b) Rother – The PCC has confirmed her attendance at their meeting on 9th 
 January 2013. 
 (c) Wealden – The minutes of their last meeting and agenda for their next 
 meeting is attached. 
 

15. Any other urgent matters to be raised by members of the Committee –  
 (a) The Director informed the Committee of additional £5,000 Neighbourhood 

Planning funding available to District Councils to bid for and a further £25,000 
once the inspection stage is successfully passed. This is available for each 
County.  

 AirS will be holding Neighbourhood Planning sessions jointly with SALC; details 
of these will be published in our monthly newsletter. 

 (b) The Director reported that the letter sent to Eric Pickles MP expressing the 
South East Regional County Association Forum’s (SERCAF) concerns about the 
Government’s Localism agenda has yet to receive a reply. The Director is 
chasing for a response which, when received, will be circulated.  

 (c) The Director expressed concern with the Committee about 16 ESALC 
member councils that have yet to access our new website. The SALC office will 
keep making contact urging those concerned to use the website as important 
information is uploaded daily for all members. It is hoped that by Easter all 
members will have used the new website.  

 

16. Date of next meeting – The Committee agreed all of the following dates and 
venues –  

 9th April 2013 – Sackville House, Lewes 
 16th July 2013 – Heathfield and Waldron Parish Council Offices 
 10th October 2013 – Sussex Exchange at St Leonards. 


