
  
SUSSEX ASSOCIATIONS OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

AFFILIATED TO THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 

President – The Earl of Lytton    Director – Trevor Leggo 
East Sussex Association of Local Councils  West Sussex Association of Local Councils 

 
Meeting with the Chief Constable 30 November 2012 – Items for discussion 
 
 
1] Peacehaven TC - Have the police any comment on the areas where street lighting 
times have changed?  John Livings 

 
2] Findon PC - On the night of August 9th 2012 our registered village green was 'invaded' 
by a group of travellers, who broke through the fence line and set up a camp. The green in 
question is Nepcote Green, the site of the annual Sheep Fair at Findon. The police were 
immediately informed, but declined to take any action under Section 61 of their code 
unless we could prove that the break-in and malicious damage was witnessed. 
I then contacted a registered Bailiff who over the course of the next 12 days assisted us in 
the bureaucratic process of Notice to Quit orders, Health & Safety checks of the 
occupants, attaining a Court hearing, and then attending County Court to obtain a 
Possession Order. The total cost was £850, excluding the cost and labour of volunteers 
who helped to clear the mess and rubbish left behind. 
Nepcote Green is a Registered Village Green and as such any invasion is a criminal 
offence under the 1925 Protection of Property Act, thereby giving the police ample reason 
to summarily evict any occupant without the need for Court Orders, expense and delays. 
By the time we achieved the Possession Order there were 12 caravans and c.40 people 
on our land and we had to be prepared to cancel the Sheep Fair, held on the green since 
the 1300's. 
We wrote to the Chief Constable and the senior local Police officer (Ch.Insp. Jane Derrick) 
to appeal for more rapid action should a further occasion happen. A meeting then took 
place with Insp.Nick Bowman, who informed us that irrespective of our protection under 
law he could not offer any advice other than to go through the same expensive process 
again, and that the police were not prepared to intervene under their lack of resources 
problem and the matter of 'Proportionality' which rules their consideration in these matters. 
It is the belief of the whole village that this response is an abrogation of police 
responsibility, putting the issue of protection under law back onto the community, even 
though there is a clear case of law-breaking on the part of these "parasites" that invade the 
land, cause destruction of fences and hedges and leave the village to clean-up the 
considerable mess left by the 'travellers'. Several local residents actually indicated their 
desire to take more 'robust' action next time if the police decline to take any interest, 
leaving them open to arrest for creating an affray or causing injury to the occupants. 
I would like the Chief Constable to give the matter some attention and perhaps some 
reassurance that next time we can expect to have more immediate support and action, the 
law should be clearly on our side. 
Peter Goldsworthy TD – Chairman 
 
3] Chichester City Council - for some time now Clare and I have been very concerned 
about the way our PCSO in Chi-West is apparently being called away/diverted from 
Community activity to main-stream Police work. 
Martyn Bell (West Ward City Councillor) 
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4] Chairman Lewes District Association – As we are approaching the Christmas 
season, with a higher awareness on drinking and driving, may I ask the Chief Constable to 
clarify his interpretation of the law on the “random” breathalyser testing of motorists, as 
applied by Sussex police last Christmas?  
  
Please note that this is in no way a criticism, but merely a request for information and 
clarification of something that has left people puzzled. 
Don McBeth 
Chairman Lewes District Association  
 
5] Chichester City Council - Cyclists riding fast on the pavement when there are 
pedestrians walking (sometimes with children or dogs).  I was almost knocked down the 
other night as one came hurtling round the corner on the pavement in the dark (he sis 
have lights). 
  

Cyclists riding at night without lights - this is very dangerous to the cyclists and scary for 
drivers to suddenly spot a dark cyclist directly in front.   
  

Accidents will happen very soon in both these cases. 
Mayor - Anne Scicluna 
 
6] Plumpton Parish Council - Recently we have received complaints from residents that 
police presence in Plumpton is sparse. The PCSO is seldom seen or spoken to, but police 
cars are sometimes seen being driven through the village. A few years ago we had regular 
visits from the then PCSO who made a point of being visible and made positive contact 
with residents which it is felt gleaned useful information and gave reassurance to the 
public as well as advice on crime prevention. 
Purse strings are being tightened we know, but we are still paying for proper policing and a 
number of comments have been received that we are not getting it. 
Crimes are committed in rural areas and people would prefer to see them prevented rather 
than be given a crime number after an incident. 
Reg Stone – Plumpton Parish Councillor 
 
7) Newick Parish Council – three questions please see the attachment. 
 
8) Battle Town Council - 'In the event that budget cuts beyond those currently necessary 
may be demanded by the new Police Commissioner, what areas of police activity are likely 
to be targetted first in the rural areas?'  
Richard Jessop – Battle Town Council & Rother District Association 
 
9) Southbourne Parish Council - Please raise the issue of Sussex Constabulary support 
for the Neighbourhood Management Panels. Despite being an important point of contact 
between the local community and police they appear to be given little support. At the very 
least one might expect a small degree of funding to enable the meetings to be advertised 
while would also expect a senior police officer to become directly involved by occasional 
attendance at some of the larger and more successful NMP meetings (eg Southbourne). In 
addition, there is no circulated models of successful group structures, activities and range 
of interests and no means by which one NMP can communicate with another for purposes 
of sharing good practice. Ultimately, the success of a local NMP depends entirely on a few 
good citizens and the willingness of a PCSO to work closely with any formed NMP. 
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The Parish Council also affirmed that the Chief Constable be requested to explain the 
failure to use S.61 of the Crime and Disorder Act as reinforced by the recent letter 
forwarded through Andrew Tyrie in respect of incursion by travellers of council 
owned playing fields and other private land. 
Laurence Tirebuck – Clerk to Southbourne PC 


