
MEETING WITH THE CHIEF CONSTABLE – 5 June 2015 

 

1) We are trying to set up a Community Speedwatch in Ardingly and the red tape seems to be very restrictive.   

 

We are working with our PCSO Erica Baxter to try and get it off the ground, however it has been 

challenging!  We currently have one site which we can use, which is not overly suitable and I am trying to get 

another one sorted which involves getting speed data before moving further forward.  Funding for this has 

been turned down by WSCC and now working with Highways to try and resolve this.   It has been frustrating, 

especially as we have volunteers who have come forward to help with this.  

 

 We have a meeting next Monday, 20th April with volunteers, representative of PC and PCSO to hopefully 

move forward.  We have not gone to the District Commander regarding these issues, however it might be 

nice to mention the problems we have experienced to the Chief Constable.  I will leave it to your discretion 

as to if it is an appropriate subject.  

 Regards, Sarah Mamoany, Clerk to Ardingly Parish Council 

 

2) Traffic control at Exceat Bridge at the time of Eastbourne’s annual Airborne event? 

EDFPC has for some years been campaigning to get traffic controls placed on the A259 at Exceat Bridge. 

The bridge cannot accommodate two-way traffic, and priority is given to eastbound traffic. This can result in 

acute problems connected with the dispersal of traffic from special events, in particular the annual 

Eastbourne Airborne event, for which the A259 is the main vehicular exit to the west. Traffic then stacks all 

the way from the Cuckmere to Eastbourne.  

Following Airborne 2013, when traffic was gridlocked for at least four hours – and an ambulance became 

stuck in East Dean - a de-briefing meeting was held between representatives of the parish council, 

Eastbourne Borough Council, and ESCC.  All parties agreed that Traffic control is needed at Exceat Bridge. 

Of the four days of the Airborne event, cover must be provided on at least three (Friday, Saturday, and 

Sunday), between 4.00pm and 7.30 pm. However, despite the supposed agreement, no controls were 

provided at the 2014 event, which seems to have been due to a dispute over who should pay, i.e. neither 

ESCC nor Eastbourne BC was willing to pay, and the Police felt it was not their responsibility to shoulder the 

cost themselves. Is there anything the police can do to require the event organisers to make proper provision 

for the 2015 event? Only good fortune has prevented a loss of life if the emergency services cannot get 

through. It is irresponsible to stage the event knowing this can happen, but making little or no attempt to 

manage the situation.  

A further issue is that road closures are also needed – particularly if there are no controls at Exceat Bridge. 

In 2013 there were none for Airborne, and in 2014 there were supposed to be signs but the traffic was fully 

backed up, once again, through Gilberts Drive and Lower and Upper Streets. EBC had apparently arranged 

for the AA to put up signs but there was no evidence of signs locally, nor of any improvement on the previous 

year.  

Your help would be much appreciated.  

Katrina Larkin, Parish Clerk, East Dean & Friston Parish Council 

 

3) What is the mechanism for buying additional PC or PCSO resource? A Sussex-wide answer would be 

appreciated. Some figures have been acquired by Trevor Leggo on our behalf but the process of how to do 

this would be very useful. 

Simon, East Preston Parish Council  

 

4) There is a serious problem with speeding and high levels of KSI’s in the Wealden District. The only proposal 

that the police have currently is the use of the Community Speedwatch to control speed. Following analysis it 

is clear that this programme is proving ineffective. 

 

Maresfield Parish Council have proposed the use of mobile average speed cameras which would be used in 

conjunction with the Speedwatch process. The police policy on this proposal has currently been that this will 

produce too much work for the limited police resources and a solution that is not proportional to the offence. 

A further proposal was made to agree volumes with the police and hit the highest thresholds. Currently the 

police are reviewing this proposal and have yet to come back with an answer. 

 



Given that this proposal would use technology and innovation, which I know you support, and that the 

cameras would be managed and funded by the community would you support this programme? If not why 

not? 

 

Very best regards, Les Wilcox, Maresfield Parish Council  

 

5) “Why is the Chief Constable alongside our elected Police Crime Commissioner not standing up openly and 
fighting the cuts to Sussex Police”. The cuts to staffing is some of the worst in the country and will 
adversely affect the lives of Sussex residents.  Anti-Social Behaviour will not be fully policed and will no 
doubt become worse.  The lack of visible policing will cause crime to rise over time.  Our roads are already 
showing signs of becoming playgrounds for hooligans, I cannot remember the last time I saw a traffic patrol 
vehicle. The public will lose faith in the policing of Sussex. It may happen over a number of years but it will 
happen. 

 
Kind regards, Cllr Whitlock, Ringmer Parish Council  

 
6) “Excessive traffic speed on ‘C’ and ‘unclassified’ roads is a serious and increasing problem, particularly in 

rural areas and speed limits are routinely disregarded. 
 

Many towns and parishes have ‘Speedwatch’ groups and a universal complaint is the lack of any meaningful 
sanction against regular offenders that are reported. 

 
Can nothing be done to give a ‘final warning’ (say, after 3 reports in a period of 1 year) that any further 
reports (within a specified time) will result in a greater points penalty and/or heavier fine if they come under 
notice for this offence from a traffic officer or safety camera?” 
Helen Simpson-Wells, Parish Clerk for Arlington 

 

7) Further to the email below sent out on 10/3/15 – see below.      

 

Does this mean that local policing is to have its importance diminished?  On one hand, local policing seems 

an important feature but since local policing is full of small things, the message seems to contradict 

itself.  Clarity on the role of local policing is required please.  Could we also make it clear to the Chief 

Constable that local policing is very important to the public’s perception of what policing is all about? 

Richard, Felpham Parish Council  

 

 

 Colleagues, 

 Following an extensive project to define how we deliver local policing in Sussex, today we are unveiling our 

new Sussex Local Policing Model. 

 Over the next four years we will make significant changes to ensure local police services are directed to 

where they are most needed, to protect core policing services and meet the financial challenges we face. 

 In 2020 Sussex Police will protect the community, be relentless in the pursuit of criminals and have an 

empowered workforce with integrity at its core. 

 We need to focus on being an emergency service and be there when the public needs us 24/7. We need to 

build our capability to prevent crime by working even closer with the community and you, our partners. 

 To continue to deliver core policing services we can no longer respond to every small thing that comes to 

our door. A key part of our plan is putting in place processes to resolve problems quickly; we will direct the 

public to the service most appropriate to deal with their problem. 

 In the coming months we will undergo detailed planning work and I am determined that we will work 

closely with you to identify the best and most effective ways to implement our design. 

 Like many public sector organisations, we will be smaller in the future. Despite this I am confident that we 

will continue to provide an effective service by adopting new ways of working, reducing wasted effort and 

improving productivity that will help us meet competing demands while continuing to protect our 

community. 

 In Sussex we have an excellent track record of working with our partners for the benefit of the local 

community. I have been clear from the outset that within our model this commitment still stands: when it 

is a policing issue and we are needed to protect the community we will be there. 



 In the coming months we will undergo detailed planning work and fully engage our officers, staff and 

partners in this process to identify the best and most effective ways to implement our proposed design. 

Our vision document and more information can be found on our website. 

 If you have any questions on the model, please go to www.sussex.police.uk and view the FAQs. If you 

would like to discuss the model in more detail, please do make contact with the West Sussex Divisional 

Commander Chief Superintendent Steve Whitton, or your local District Commander who will be able 

provide you with further information and answer any additional questions you may have at this stage. 

  Giles York, Chief Constable 
 

8) In the light of the proposed cuts to the police service can the Chief constable give an assurance that 

adequate resources will be devoted to fraud and corruption investigations. 

Yours, Cllr Dave Thatcher, RALC rep' Fairlight Parish Council 

 

9) Our main issue is regarding speeding - we would like less signage - more enforcement in Horam.   

   Kind regards, Janet Fairweather, Clerk &  RFO Horam Parish Council 

 

Requests received post 6 May 

 

10) We have a continuing problem with car racing and drifting around the Chichester Park Hotel roundabout and 

the Home Base roundabout, the police are aware and claim to have apprehended two offenders. However, 

the disturbance still continues and nothing seems to abate the problem. As you know I am on the Elders 

Police and Crime Commission and have the matter identified as requiring action, it would be useful if you 

would write in support of action being taken on behalf of WPC. Please copy me in on your letter. 

 Bill Harding, Westhampnett Parish Council  

 

11) There is still widespread abuse of the 30mph speed limit with workers going to and fro to Rolls Royce. This is 

particularly prevalent  at 5.30 am and 11.30 pm which is outside the times that the Sid and Genesis 

machines can be used by the volunteers.  

 Bob Holman, Westhampnett Parish Council 

 

12) Why it is not possible for the Police to share the same premises as the Ambulance and Fire Services. This 
would seem to make economic and logistical sense, not only in Midhurst, but more generally. 

 Keith Elmy - Clerk to West Lavington Parish Council 
 
13) Dissapointment was expressed at our April Council meeting that the minutes and responses to issues raised 

at the November 2014 meeting had yet to received by you, please could this be passed on to those involved. 

 

 With regard to issues, please could those listed in the message below be raised again.  An additional item 

was raised as follows:- 

 

 It is suggested that Pcso's be granted stronger powers to to issue tickets to vehicles parked on the pavement 

such that they obstruct the pavement for pedestrians. 

 Speedwatch.  More resources must be dedicated to support and encourage this.  Traffic officers should 
attend monitoring sessions more frequently to provide enforcement capability and the site approval process 
should be reviewed. 

  Feedback on the results of various targeted campaigns and operations should be more readily and easily 
available. 

 30mph Speed Limit repeater roundels.  The support of the Police would be welcomed to lobby for 
modification to Section 82 of the  Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 defining “restricted roads” (those with 
street lighting at no greater than 200yd/183m  intervals) to allow 30mph repeaters on such routes. This 
section currently precludes this and hinders efforts to raise limit awareness in rural areas where the street 
lighting is more for the benefit of pedestrians than vehicles. 

Trevor Thorpe, Rotherfield Parish Council  

 

 

http://www.sussex.police.uk/

